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Interviewer: Good Morning! 

Interviewee: Good Morning! 

Interviewer: I am going to interview you in the relation to our project “Francophone African 

Oral History”.  Can you introduce yourself please? 

Interviewee: My name is Nadine Bolingo, I was born in Kinshasa-DR Congo. 

Interviewer: What are your parents’ names? 

Interviewee: My mother’s name is Nene Mbeka, she is from Equateur region (Ngombe-Lisala) 

and my father’s name is Teddy Kimona, he is Mokongo from Luwozi. 

Interviewer: Where did you do your primary School? 

Interviewee: I did my primary school in Kinshasa at Luzolana School in Ndjili, we were the first 

promotion when the School was lunched; I studied from 1st year to 6th year and then I went 

to ITC Ndjili to do my 1st and 2nd secondary and then I went to do Cutting-Sewing at Marains 

Institute in Masina.  After that I came to Europe at the age of 17 years old, I arrived in France. 

Interviewer: Could you describe your typical school day back then? 

Interviewee: At was crying a lot, at the beginning I did not really like School, I would miss 

home when I am at School and eventually I got used to it. 

Interviewer: Did you have friends? 

Interviewee: Yes, I did have friends, one of them lives in Belgium and the other ones I have 

not seen them for many years. 

Interviewer: How were you spending the holidays? 

Interviewee: Apart from my parents’ home, the only place I would go for holidays was my 

grandparents, we were advised not to go visit other relatives or people, my parents were 

protecting us from “Kindoki” (witchcraft). 

Interviewer: How many children from your father? 

Interviewee: With my mother, they had only me and then they separated due to tribe’s rules 

from my father, saying that “because he is Mukongo, he must marry a Mukongo wife”.  My 

father got married to another wife from his tribe and then had children but unfortunately all 

the children have passed away.  From my mother, we are 4 children. 

Interviewer: What was your father’s job? 



Interviewee: My father was a taxi man and he still do the same job until now, I am proud of 

him. 

Interviewer: What made you study Cutting and Sewing? 

Interviewee: I did it because it was easy to study as I did not like School that much, so my 

parents had decided to put me in the Cutting and Sewing. 

Interviewer: Did you complete the Cutting and Sewing course? 

Interviewee: No, I did not I had to travel to Europe via Angola and Gabon.  When I arrived in 

France, I had my first child while in Foyer, after having my child I had to return to School.  I 

did not have a stay at that time, I could not really focus on learning.  It was difficult for me in 

France that is why I had decided to come to England in January 2004. 

My Brother welcomed me here in England but unfortunately he and his wife did not have a 

house, so I had to stay at someone else’s place.  The people that I was living with had problems 

with social service.  So, one day the social service came to take their children way from them 

and they even wanted to take my child away from me as well.  That was even before I asked 

Asylum in England.  Those people accused me of being a “witch”, saying that “I had caused 

their children to be taken way”.  I moved to Birmingham afterward and then I ask Asylum. 

I was put in the hostel alongside other Congolese friends from Belgium and France, I felt a bit 

better.  At that time Birmingham was not so popular within the Congolese community.  After, 

I would be given a house in Walsall, I felt much better in England than France, here I could 

work and had my own place. 

Another bad memory from England, was when reporting to the Home Office, you would never 

know what would happen to you, you would always fear to be deported. 

But overall, England is much better than France, from my own experience.  There are a lot of 

opportunity in England, it is not perfect but you just need to know how to take advantage of 

the opportunities in front of you. 

Interviewer: When you arrived in England.  How were you coping with the England language? 

Interviewee: Because I lived in France before, I knew a little of bit of Western mentality, I 

would ask people to write me notes to show the bus driver or when using a public service and 

eventually I had started understanding few words; so, overall I did not really struggle that 

much with the language. 

Interviewer: How did you manage to get a job? 

Interviewee: Back then, you would only need to present yourself with the passport, get 

registered at the job agency. 

Interviewer: What was your first job? 

Interviewee: The first job I got was through a Congolese guy but he wanted to trick me, he 

did not want to pay me and then later on, I got another job at Sono press in Walsall.  They did 

not mind of you not speaking English, it was more of practical work.  I had another cleaning 



job at a Health Service in Lichfield and then I got another job at city link, then another job in 

Walsall. 

After that, I met my partner, I had my second child in 2007, from 2007 to 2011; I did not work.  

From 2012 to 2014, I was working but right now I am not working. 

Interviewer: When you arrived in Birmingham, who helped you to go ask Asylum? 

Interviewee: My cousin helped me, I spend only two days and then I went to ask Asylum.  I 

knew what to do because I lived already in France, I knew the system. 

Interviewer: What happened next? 

Interviewee: I did my interview, and then got rejected, I went to court and the judge rejected 

my case again.  I did not seek for a judicial review because I could not get a legal representative 

and did not have money to afford a private representative at that time.  Later, I had a private 

representative, the Home Office sent me form to fill in, sent back to Home Office in 2007 and 

got my stay in 2008. 

Interviewer: How did you feel? 

Interviewee: I felt relieved. 

Interviewer: How Birmingham has changed? 

Interviewee: Community wise! Our Congolese community has changed in the wrong 

direction, in term of mentality but Birmingham itself as a city, has changed for the better.  

There are more building, more shops and more transport routes.  Walsall has improved as 

well, there is everything you need over there, and you do not need to travel to Birmingham. 

Interviewer: What about the Congolese community itself? 

Interviewee: There are more Congolese now, difference mentalities, we do not get along for 

real. 

Interviewer: But there are a lot events being organised within the community. Really people 

do not get along? 

Interviewee: Yes, there are a lot of hypocrisy, especially among women they do not get along 

in reality, trust me. 

Interviewer: How do you keep in touch with the Congo? 

Interviewee: I have not return to the Congo since I left, I speak to family on the phone and 

Social Medias. 

Interviewer: Are you part of any women organisation within your community? 

Interviewee: Yes, I was part of the First ladies group in 2013 but I had to left due to bad 

mentality in the group, I had to leave for my own dignity, my husband and children. 

Interviewer: What was the aim of the group? 



Interviewee: The aim was to help each other within the community but I realised that it was 

not the case. 

Interviewer: People talk about stress within our community.  What causes those stress? 

Interviewee: I do not really know, I think it depends of the individual. 

Interviewer: Apart from the First Ladies group.  What else did you do? 

Interviewee: I used to do some videos shows at “ABTV” but it did not work out well and then 

I went to “Congo number one” but they wanted to use me, taking money I made, so I stopped.  

I like making TV shows and I think one day I will do it again in the right way. 

Interviewer: What sort of subjects were you talking about on those shows? 

Interviewee: I would talk about many things that is happening within the community, 

sometimes I would do it for free but if you come to me with your topic, you would have to 

pay. 

Interviewer: How were you making money from those shows? 

Interviewee: it was quite difficult, I did not have my own materials. 

Interviewer: How would you like to see change in your Community? 

Interviewee: I would like to see women respecting their husbands more and more, be faithful 

to their husbands.  Women have to be more respectful, that would give a good example to 

our children. 

Interviewer: You prefer England to France? 

Interviewee: Yes indeed, England gave me a lot of opportunities. 

Interviewer: Do you see yourself going back to the Congo? 

Interviewee: Yes, why not, maybe for a visit. 

Interviewer: What is more important for you now? 

Interviewee: First, my children; I would like to see my children progress, study and do well in 

the life, just like their father. 

Interviewer: We are almost at the end of our interview. What else would you like to add? 

Interviewee: That’s okay, I am fine. 

Interviewer: Thank you very much for your time. 

Interviewee: Thank you too. 

 

    

 


