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Interviewer: Good Morning! 

Interviewee: Good Morning! 

Interviewer: I am going to interview you in the relation to our project “Francophone African 

Oral History”.  Can you introduce yourself please? 

Interviewee: My name is Isumu Yende, I am a pastor. 

Interviewer: Can you tell us where you were born? 

Interviewee: I was born in DR Congo, in Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: Where did you study? 

Interviewee: I started my primary school in Kinshasa then I went to complete it in Bas Zaïre 

(Now Bas Congo) and I did my University in Kinshasa at ISTA, I did General Pedagogy at IPN; I 

also studied here in the UK. 

Interviewer: When you had completed your studies.  Did you work? 

Interviewee: No, I did not really work that much, I did a little of teaching and then did not find 

work afterward. 

Interviewer: When growing up. How were you spending your holidays? 

Interviewee: I used to play football, I would spend more of my holidays playing football, and 

sometimes I would visit relatives as well. 

Interviewer: What made you leave Congo and come to Europe? 

Interviewee: Country circumstances that made leave. 

Interviewer: Did you come to the UK directly? 

Interviewee: Yes, I came directly to the UK. 

Interviewer: What was your first impression? 

Interviewee: My first impression was language barrier, we could not really speak English. 

Interviewer: How did you manage to deal with those difficulties? 

Interviewee: there were a lot opportunities, we enrolled to college to learn English and we 

had started to integrate into British society. 

Interviewer: Apart from English language, what else did you study? 



Interviewee: I studied Theology, I met up with an English Pastor and then he sponsored my 

Theology studies. 

Interviewer: What was the first city you have lived in when you first arrived? 

Interviewee: First, I lived in London and then when I got revelation from God, I moved to 

Birmingham. 

Interviewer: Was your decision to come and work to Birmingham or it was really from a 

revelation? 

Interviewee: Purely because of revelation, I remember after I had that revelation, I did not 

move straight ahead, I had waited almost a year and two months in London before I move. 

We did not really know where Birmingham was at that time until someone told me where it 

was located.  One day on my way driving to Liverpool, I had drove to Birmingham and I 

reminded myself about the revelation. 

I knew a Brother called Fabien, he put me in contact with Papa Dimandja who lived in 

Birmingham and I told him that I wanted to move to Birmingham; I liked his response he said 

to me “You had a revelation from God to come and work here, so you do not really need to 

know people in order for you to move in Birmingham”. 

Interviewer: What year was that? 

Interviewee: I do remember coming in Birmingham on 28 August 2001 and on 16 September 

2001 we started church service, only with 4 people. 

Interviewer: Where were you doing your service? In the house or you rented a place? 

Interviewee: After two weeks of prayers, we started renting a place.   We had started with 4 

people in the house, the first service with 7 people, second service 24, the third service with 

18 people and the fourth service we were 13 people.  On 06 November 2001, we were 36 

members with 30 men and 6 women.  Out of 6 women, there was a pastor’s wife, a bother’s 

with and 3 singles ladies. 

Interviewer: Were there any other Congolese churches in Birmingham? 

Interviewee: There were two other churches, “La porte des brébis” with Apostle Odon and 

“Bima”.  I did not go to either church because I had my own revelation of starting up a church. 

Interviewer: What difference did you noticed between London and Birmingham? 

Interviewee: As always, the capital London is lively, more expensive to rent a house and a lot 

of people, in the order hands renting rates are cheaper in Birmingham, I would pay £375 just 

for a 1 bedroom flat in London but for a 3 bedrooms house in Birmingham, I would pay £400. 

Interviewer: Apart from being a Pastor, what else did you do? 

Interviewee: I used to work at Ernest young from 2001 to 2004 and then when the church 

expended, members told me not to work anymore and fully concentrate in church service. 

Interviewer: What is the church situation now within the Congolese community? 



Interviewee: From 2003 and 2004, a lot of Congolese have moved to Birmingham, so now we 

have more churches than before. 

Interviewer: What has changed within Congolese community back then and now? 

Interviewee: In term of integration, we have more people doing University, working, children 

studying, Congolese driving buses, owning shops. It is much better now. 

Interviewer: What do you understand from the work “Integration?” 

Interviewee: Like they said “You have to follow the steps” try to adapt the way of life where 

you are.  More Congolese are speaking better English now, you have to integrate in order for 

to win the country you are in. 

Interviewer: Apart from your work as Pastor, what do you do in your spare times? 

Interviewee: From 2004 to 2016 I did not work, in 2016 I started working at Always 

Engineering as a machine operator, Monday to Thursday, I work from 7am to 4pm and Friday 

I work from 8am to 1pm.  Tuesdays and Thursdays I have church service in the evening, I have 

free time on Fridays and Saturdays; Sunday we have church service.  I like reading in my spare 

time. 

Interviewer: what is your favourite book? 

Interviewee: Apart from the Bible, I like reading Psychology books. 

Interviewer: Do you plan going back to Congo? 

Interviewee: As I mentioned before, the Pastor who had paid for my Theology courses, he 

preached us that “those who moved from their native countries and living in foreign 

countries, sometimes they feel disconnected to their country of origin and when they return 

to their home country they feel vice versa.  But I go to Congo very often, I love Congo and I 

like England too, so I would always be between the both countries. 

Interviewer: How do you keep in touch with those left? 

Interviewee: We are very much in contact, the new technology allows us to keep in touch, 

from emails, Facebook, IMO etc.  I wish to do the work of God in Africa as well. 

Interviewer: How many languages can you speak? 

Interviewee: I can speak Lingala, Kikongo, French and English. 

Interviewer: What do you miss the most about The Congo? 

Interviewee: As they say “you are only better off where at home”.  Every time I go to The 

Congo, I feel peace when we land at the Airport of Kinshasa, it is a different feeling. 

Interviewer: What is more important for you in the UK? 

Interviewee: I would say, my church ministries. 



Interviewer: We are reaching the end of our interview.  Is there anything else you would like 

to add? 

Interviewee: I would only say that, it has been an honour to know you, you are doing well for 

our community; thanks to Senior Fabien, I met you and I am really grateful. 

Interviewer: God bless you. 

Interviewee: Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

  

 


