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Interviewer: Good Morning! 

Interviewee: Good Morning! 

Interviewer: Can you introduce yourself please? 

Interviewee: My name is Gerard Kumasamba, I was born in Kinshasa, DR Congo. 

Interviewer: When were you born? What your parent names? 

Interviewee: My Father’s name is Kumasamba, I am originally from Bandundu and both my 

parents are from Bandundu as well. 

Interviewer: When and where did you study?  

Interviewee: I did my primary school at EP Lokale, I did my College at Bonsomi Institute and I 

did my high education at University of Kinshasa; unfortunately I did not complete courses. 

Interviewer: Describe a little of bit of your primary school.  How was it like? 

Interviewee: We were really motivated by the idea of going to school, we would wake up 

every morning, have shower and walk to school alongside friends.  One week from 7:30am to 

12:30 and the following week from 12:30pm to 17pm.  It was very good. 

Interviewer: How were you spending the holidays? 

Interviewee: I would go to see relatives within Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: How many children are there in your family? 

Interviewee: We are the total of 7 children, 5 boys and 2 girls (two boys passed away). 

Interviewer: What was your parents’ occupations? 

Interviewee: My dad was a civil servant and my mother was business woman. 

Interviewer: Talk a little about your secondary school. 

Interviewee: I did Business course and then I got my state diploma. 

Interviewer: did you go to University afterward? 

Interviewee: Yes, I went to University of Kinshasa, I studied Law for two years only, due 

certain circumstances at that time. 

Interviewer: What made you leave Congo? 



Interviewee: Due to country circumstances, especially poor studies conditions; I had decided 

to go and try somewhere else.  So, I travelled to Angola with some of my University friends to 

do some businesses, it was very good and I went back to Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: And what happened next? 

Interviewee: I could not go back to Angola due to war at that period of time.  I and my friend 

had decided to travel to Europe to continue our studies. 

Interviewer: How? 

Interviewee: I and my friend planned our journey, we had a friend working at LAC (Ligne 

Aerienne Congolaise), helped us to buy flight tickets for both of us.  We had travelled to 

Lubumbashi (My first province to see while in Congo). 

At first, we had planned to travel to Zambia but we took Lubumbashi route.  We did not know 

anybody in Lubumbashi and we did not know where to go either, we asked someone to show 

us where city centre was and then we headed to the city.  As a Lingala speakers, we were like 

foreigners in Lubumbashi.  We spent five days in Hotel just to figure out how to get to Zambia. 

Someone told us to get a taxi to Kasumbalesa, then Lusaka.  We had met two other Muslim 

Congolese that were doing the same route like us, so we travelled together with them.  If I 

have a good memory, we arrived in Lusaka around midnight, we could not speak English and 

did not know anybody but we had a lot of money with us.  We got a taxi, the taxi man showed 

us an expensive hotel, in the morning, and the same driver came to see us and drove all four 

of us the all day. 

So, I asked the taxi man to drive us to Congolese Embassy in Lusaka, when arrived at the 

Embassy, we had met one of my friends in the name of Papy (now living in France), He used 

to be a Traficant(helping people to travel to South Africa).  He asked if we could go stay with 

him or pay a cheaper hotel, the two other Muslim guys to stay with Papy, myself and Koko 

(now living in London) paid for another hotel (cheaper one). 

I had noticed a deep Muslim solidarity in Zambia, the two other Muslim guys travel to South 

Africa just from help they had received from Zambia Muslim community.  Papy did an effort 

to obtain a Zimbabwe visa for me and Koko.  Papy (the Traficant), I and Koko heading to 

Zimbabwe, when arrived at the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe, The border security 

forces had arrested Papy, the Traficant but both, I and Koko took a bus to Zimbabwe. 

We did not know Zimbabwe at all but luckily, we met a Congolese lady (passed way) on the 

bus and she brought us to her house, we had a shower, eat and slept over( we stayed 3 days 

at hers).  So, she put us in contact with a Congolese man in the name of Mpunga. 

Interviewer: Is Mr Mpunga, the one who helped you to travel to Europe? 

Interviewee: No, he was more interested to the money we had, he introduced us to another 

Congolese senior, he asked 3000$ each for the travel, unfortunately we were tricked. 

We had separated with Mr Mpunga and started renting our own house. 



Interviewer: What year was that? 

Interviewee: early 2002.  

Interviewer: How did you manage to leave Zimbabwe? 

Interviewee: in 2002, with my effort, I had a friend in the name of Patrick, he was well settled 

in Zimbabwe; their house keeper had a Zimbabwe passport and I knew someone who used to 

work at Post Office (Where they make Zimbabwean passports).  So, I used the house keeper 

passport and put my photograph, I travelled from Mozambique to Europe; that is how I came 

to Europe. (From Maputo, Portugal then London). 

Interviewer: What Airport did you arrived at? 

Interviewee: Heathrow Airport. 

Interviewer: Was it easy to pass through checking? 

Interviewee: It was not easy at all, I had an Identity document problem as I did not have the 

right documentation, and I got rid of my own ID and presented with European Passport that 

is where the problem began.  I got hold by UK Border forces, the asked me some questions 

and told me to pay a hotel, then return the next day at the Airport. 

I did not want to spend my money paying for the hotel, I stood outside of the Airport and then 

I saw a Congolese man, I introduced myself to him and he took me to his house; his wife 

cooked for me, he advised me on how to tell my Asylum story then the next day he brought 

me back to Airport, gave me his contact details and he left. 

When I arrived at the Airport, an English man asked if I was Gerard Kumasamba (in Lingala), I 

was so surprised, he told me that he was my interpreter.  I asked him where the toilet was, I 

used the toilet then I had my interview. 

Interviewer: Where were you transferred to, after the interview? 

Interviewee: I was sent to Sheffield, specifically in Rotherham.  We were together with other 

Congolese guys like Erick, Kashama, Senior Felly etc.  They are all in the United Kingdom at 

the moment. 

Interviewer: Was it a hostel or a house? 

Interviewee: A share house, then came time to integrate into British way of life. 

Interviewer: Could you speak English at that time? 

Interviewee: No, I could not. 

Interviewer: Were you paid? 

Interviewee: No, we would only be given vouchers and it was quite hard to manage to live up 

with those vouchers, sometimes it would run out before the next one, we would get vouchers 

every Friday (a £35 vouchers). 

Interviewer: Were you able to enrol in College? 



Interviewee: Yes, we did go to College in Rotherham, we did English and Math. 

Interviewer: What was your first impression when arrived in the UK? 

Interviewee: Compare to other countries I have been to, England was very different; people 

were really welcoming, a little of like when I was in Zambia and Zimbabwe, their way of life is 

different to us Congolese, the mentality is very different, way better than us.  So, in England, 

we were looked after by social service, you would get face to face help; that was surprising to 

see, people were so caring. 

Interviewer: How were you out of the social service? Did you start a job? 

Interviewee: When I got my stay, started to be integrated, I was out of social service. 

Interviewer: Where did you get your first job? 

Interviewee: My first job was in Rotherham, we were even begged to get a job, and I 

remember getting up to six jobs. 

Interviewer: Was through an agency? 

Interviewee: Yes indeed. 

Interviewer: What made you move from Sheffield to Birmingham? 

Interviewee: With other friends, we wanted to move to a bigger city, my friend Kashama 

moved to Birmingham before me, so when visiting a cousin in Birmingham, I liked it then 

move afterward. 

Interviewer: What year was that? 

Interviewee: In 2002.  My wife joined me when I was still in Sheffield, I was the first among 

all the guys to bring my wife and kid to England while in Nass support, other guys were so 

surprised about it asking me “where did you get the money from”.  Then Erick was next to do 

it. 

My wife moved to Birmingham before me, she got her stay very fast, then I had joined her in 

Birmingham. 

Interviewer: What have changed in Birmingham back then and now? 

Interviewee: Back then, there was not many Congolese, people used to thing that 

Birmingham was a village; but now there are many Congolese.  Back then, there were a lot of 

jobs opportunities than now. 

Interviewer: Where you a victim of discrimination when you came in England? From English 

or other ethnic groups? Like Asian etc. 

Interviewee: Yes indeed, we were discriminated.  That is even why many of English people 

has moved to other places.  But there was quite a solidarity between minority ethnics, like 

Jamaicans, they would warn you of many things. 

Interviewer: How was it like cohabiting with Jamaicans? 



Interviewee: First, Jamaicans think that Africans had traded them (slave history) and they also 

think that Africans are more privileged than them in the UK (Asylum system, social service 

etc.) 

Interviewer: Were there any other African community back then? 

Interviewee: Yes but not many, I knew a guy from Nigeria and a guy from Gambia. 

Interviewer: What have changed within Congolese community? In term of jobs, education, 

social services and integration. 

Interviewee: Congolese community is more developed now, many of Congolese have a good 

jobs, some work for NHS, drive buses, have their own mortgages, owns businesses, owns 

charities like yourself and some invested in estates; I am really happy about Congolese 

community, we are doing very well. 

Interviewer: In term of socialising, what kind of event do you participate within your 

community? 

Interviewee: Like women parties and other celebrations, I do participate. 

Interviewer: What about fashion event (Les Sapeurs movement). 

Interviewee: Yes, fashion movement as showed on ABTV; we have guys like Douglas Bila, Chef 

Coutimier Lukas, Dido Ilunga, Philips, Senior Djuna Mumbafo (those are some of what we call 

Sapeurs) 

Interviewer: What is more important for you here in Birmingham? Is it family, community or 

work? 

Interviewee: Everything you just said, family, community, work and my projects. 

Interviewer: What else would you like to add that I did not ask you? 

Interviewee: I would only asked from charities like yours, to organise more events for the 

community, we already doing well but we can do even more.  Our children are going to school, 

Congolese owning mortgages, some have good jobs; it makes me very happy. 

Interviewer: Thank you very much, let’s God bless you. 

Interviewee: Thank you and God bless you too. 

  

 

 

 

 

  


