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Interviewer: Today is May the 15th, 2017, I am going to interview you in the relation to 

Francophone African Oral History project. Good Morning! 

Interviewee: Good Morning, it is real pleasure to participate on this project that you have 

introduced to me and I would like to give my contribution for the success of this project. 

Interviewer: Can you introduce yourself please? 

Interviewee: My name is François Xavier Momanya, I was born on 02 December 1982 in 

Yaoundé/Cameroun.  I did my nursery School at Messa School in Yaoundé, and then we went 

LEPO department because my dad was a civil administrator, that is where I continued my 

nursery school.  Unfortunately, two years later my dad passed away due to an illness and we 

were forced to return to our native village where I continued my primary school. 

Interviewer: Can you describe your primary School? Teachers, pupils etc. 

Interviewee: I can still remember some of the friends from the nursery school, like Sylvain, 

whom we had spent good time together.  I remember one day, I was selected to play at Sketch 

as chief during end of term ceremony, I did very well. 

After that I continue to preparatory level in CM2 where I had obtained my primary school 

certificate, I remember the name of my headteacher was Mr Andrew, a nice person and I liked 

him a lot. 

I did not have the mentality of village children, I was different to most of them, they would 

not like the idea of going to school every morning, some villages children were not interested 

in school, sometimes I would find myself alone on the way to school. 

Usually in the village people are more interested in agriculture, planting and farming; it is hard 

to find people put that their interests in other things.  We would have to play games at school 

as well, I would play with other kids.  In the village, they speak the native language, contrary 

to the language used at school; it was difficult for me because I could not speak the native 

language but eventually, I started speaking the native language and started integrating into 

village way of life. 

After the primary school, and after getting my CP (primary school), I was about 10-11 years 

old, I was supposed to move to CS, which was about 30 Km away from the village but I could 

not walk from my village to where the CS was, so I have to move near the CS.  It was not easy 

for me to live alone as a younger boy but I had no other choice because I wanted to study; 

the other children from the village stayed in the village because they could walk to CS. 



I started renting a place around the CS, I did not know how to cook, it was quite a challenge 

for me.  After finishing my 3rd year, I had to move to another city.  I went to Lycée Bilingue de 

Foubooth, which is the 2nd district in the West region. 

Life at CS of the Masangame, we had a tutor for History, Geography and C, his name was Mr 

Bismack, he named me Moustique because I was physically tiny, but intelligent, I was 

remarkable at school; I remember some of my friends like, Francis, Diba Morris, Cyril etc. 

I progressed to year 4 and I had to choose to do my second language between Spanish and 

German, and I had chosen German. 

Interviewer: Let’s go back a little of bit.  Can you describe your family?   

Interviewee: I am born in the family of 8 children, my senior brother Michel (passed away), 

my sister Angelle, sister Jaqueline, sister Justine, brother Desiré, sister Odette, myself and my 

little sister. After my dad passed away, most of my elders were living with family relatives and 

myself and my little sister, we stayed with our mother. 

Interviewer: Are you in contact with all your siblings? 

Interviewee: I have not been in contact with them since I arrived in England, I came in May 

2016. 

Interviewer: After Secondary school.  Did you go to University? 

Interviewee: At Lycée Bilingue de Foubooth, I did my 2nd A in Literary, I did not have the 

probative at year 1, I have it at year 2 and then I went to terminal, I got my baccalaureate A4 

and then after that I went to University to study Law, in the honour of my dad because he 

was civil administrator and I wanted also to become civil administrator as well. 

My time at Lycee Bilingue de Foubooth was spectacular, that is where I started developing 

my leadership skill, I was the leader of German club and president of philosophic club in 

terminal. 

Interviewer: What’s that means? 

Interviewee: It was a group of students in philosophy studies, I started that club, I would 

organise conferences and we would discuss different topics in philosophy. 

Interviewer: What else did you do? 

Interviewee: Although I had ambitious to become a civil administrator, that is why I studied 

the Law, but at the same time, I was interested in Medical Science; my mom relative had 

helped me to do a training in minor surgery.  During my Law studies at the University in 

Yaoundé, whenever I have a spare time, I would go train myself in minor surgery at my uncle’s. 

I have almost double qualification, in Law and Surgery. 

Interviewer: Did you become a civil administrator? 

Interviewee: Unfortunately, I did not become a civil administrator for some reasons that I do 

not understand myself, I would tell you that, there is a mystery in Cameroun; we have what 



the call l’ENAM, Ecole Normale Superieure, LEDIC, Police School; to name just those big 

Schools.  It is a mystery to enrol at those Schools. 

In Cameroun, we have what they call “Sponsorship”; which means, to be in the Public Service, 

you have to be sponsored by someone; the person would have to present you to those big 

establishments, but unfortunately, I did not have a sponsor, my dad had passed away when I 

was just 6 years, that is why I could not be a civil administrator.  It was not because I did not 

have the intellectual capacity or I was not smart enough; I was brilliant in my studies, I got my 

master and I did the administrative competition for 8 to 10 years.  The system had played and 

I decided to do private Law, in Business Law. 

Interviewer: What work have you done? 

Interviewee: I have worked as Assistant Surgeon at General Hospital of Loume in Duala and I 

was doing Judicial consultation; I even created my own Law firm but my main job was 

Assistant Surgeon, I was assistant to Mr Dume. 

Interviewer: Were you comfortable in your job? 

Interviewee: I am not a complainer, I was better off from my scientific work, being an 

Assistant Surgeon and my Judicial Consultation; I would say that my life was descent, apart 

from the political problems that I came across. 

Interviewer: Apart from that.  What else have you done? 

Interviewee: Like I said before, I was the president of Lawyers Association at the University, 

where I had started to have a vision for our state.  Cameroun is a Republic state but I think for 

a fair share of resources, we should seek for another way of state; I am opting for a Federal 

State, each region in Cameroun should become a Federal State and benefits from its financial 

autonomy and its own institutions. 

Cameroun as a Republic, you have people from North-West and South-West provinces being 

marginalised.  We need to become a federal state to allow each part to emerge. 

In that context, I started writing and in 2012, I started militating as an observer for political 

organisation, which is currently in power.  In 2013, I had the privilege to supervise the 

legislative election but unfortunately, I was forced to do certain things which were not 

conventional but I had to do it. 

I was contacted by a radio promotor to obtain an approval for Jacob FM radio, and I was 

promoted as General Director of Jacob FM 109.5 in Ndongoso/Yaoundé.  I had a show called 

Tempête de la capitale, I would talk about the reality of the country’s institutions.  In one the 

shows, I talked about the elections from my experience working as a Legislative Election’ 

Supervisor and that was the start of me being a target from the people in power; I was 

arrested for the first time and then released afterward. 

I was well known in the political scene and had some influence on the youth; in 2015, I was 

warned by the police but that did not stop me to develop my political ambitious. 

Interviewer: During that time.  Were you separated from the party in power?    



Interviewee: No, I was still in the party; I think that the best way to oppose to someone, is to 

be within them, it is not the hypocrisy. I was not there to follow the party’s ideology but to 

develop my own ideology in the context of unity of the Cameroonian people.  I told you about 

the marginalisation of certain regions in the profit of others. 

I would remind you that the party in power, have been in control of Cameroon since 1982, 

since my birth, 32 years now and the same people are still in power, they do not want the 

change, they do not want to give chance to the new generation to emerge. 

My intention within the party, was to conduct this new generation to take the lead through 

education and integration in the system; in that context that the Cameroonian youth trusted 

me and I was elected as the Youth President in 2015 thanks to my ideology. 

My first action as President of the Youth was, opposing to the President not to represent at 

the presidential election; for me I thought that it was time for the Youth to take the 

succession.  On 20 May 2016, I personally convinced the youth not to participate at the 

National Unity Celebration, I did that for precise raisons, because, participating on that 

celebration, would mean that Cameroon is united but that’s not the case. 

Cameroon has two heritages, French and English.  Cameroon has 10 regions; 8 regions are 

Francophone and 2 regions are Anglophone.  The Anglophones are marginalised by the 

Francophone system.  The British Common Law assist in Cameroon, but when a Francophone 

Magistrate is allocated in Anglophone Part of the country, he does not apply the British 

Common Law but Francophone Law instead, that is why Anglophone feel marginalised, there 

is this form of phagocytosis. 

Now, the Anglophones are seeking their independence from Francophones, the current crisis 

in Cameroon came from my project, which I had submitted to the higher hierarchy but they 

did not accept my ideology. 

Interviewer: Let’s talk about your arrival in England. 

Interviewee: My arrival in England is quite difficult, I arrived here on 09 May 2016. 

Interviewer: Did you go back to Cameroon on 20 May 2016 at the National Unity Celebration? 

Interviewee: No, I ordered my team, I gave them instructions before coming over here, I had 

to leave the country due to threat from the police because of my actions and activities against 

the governement. 

Interviewer: What rout have you taken to come in England? 

Interviewee: I took the visa and came to England, I arrived in Manchester, then Leeds and 

then I have applied for Asylum in London in June 2016. 

Interviewer: Asking Asylum has not damaged your credibility as a person? 

Interviewee: Asylum right is fundamental; when you have an objective case, I do not see why 

it would damage your credibility.  I did my interview and explained what really happened to 

me. 



Interviewer: What was your first impression of England? 

Interviewee: From Manchester to Leeds, a friend was expecting me; could not cope with the 

weather and I did not know anybody accept from my friend.  The English language was also 

difficult because I am a Francophone even though I can speak few words but the big problem 

here, is the pronunciation and accents, until now I still have difficulty understanding British 

accents; I would say I can speak 40% of English. 

Interviewer: How were you welcome? And How is it different today? 

Interviewee: The first person I met from Manchester Airport was an African Pastor, I asked 

him to show me how to get to Leeds, he helped me to buy the train ticket, I did not know 

where to sit, there were numbers on the seats but I just sat randomly. 

I had to telephone my friend in Leeds to let him know that I was on the train, I asked the 

English people next to me if I can use their phone, they were generous enough to allow me 

to use their phone, and I would like to salute their kindness. 

Interviewer: What made you move from Leeds to Birmingham? 

Interviewee: I started integrating myself into small association in Leeds, I contact a church, 

they started supporting me, they were giving me vouchers, clothes etc.   

Because you cannot claim Asylum in Leeds, they had to contact Home Office in 

Croydon/London and then they booked me an appointment on 28 July 2016, they bought me 

a Bus ticket to go to Home Office in Croydon, I went there and asked Asylum, I did my 

Screening interview and I supposed to be given an accommodation because my friend 

travelled to Cameroon, I presented the letter my friend wrote to testify that he was 

accommodating me and I was given an ARC (Asylum Registration Card). 

I have spent three days in Hostel in Croydon, I shared a room with a Sudanese guy, Tarick.  On 

the fourth day, I supposed to go to Wakefield according to the confirmation letter I have 

received, we took the bus and when we arrived in Birmingham, we were put in the Hostel and 

we were told that the Wakefield accommodation was cancelled.  We had to provide new 

evidence attesting that we did not have anyone to accommodate us. 

Because some people have properties or belongings that could have help them to support 

themselves; I have proved to them that I was not able to support myself. 

Interviewer: How did you prove them? 

Interviewee: After the 20 of Mai 2016 in Cameroon, in the context of National Unity 

Celebration the police have issued a Wanted Poster against me, which states that I was 

encouraging the youth to an uprising against the government.  On 27 Mai 2016, the police 

went to my house, break and took all my belonging; I asked my landlord to write me a 

confirmation letter to testify what happened, he sent me the letter and my bank statement, 

I have presented to the Home Office and I was given an accommodation in Smethwick, where 

I have been staying for six months now. 

Interviewer: What kind of accommodation is that? 



Interviewee: It is a share house, I live with 3 other guys, 2 of them from Aran and 1 guy from 

Sudan; we have one room each and share the kitchen and Bathroom. 

Interviewer: How are you copying with the new environment? 

Interviewee: The G4S has presented us with different documents for the local services, 

including Map, GP surgeries, Leisure Centre, Shopping centre, churches etc. 

Being a Christian, I went to a church and presented myself to the pastor, we spoke and he 

asked me if I was interested in being baptised and I accepted. 

Interviewer: What do you do to practice speaking English? 

Interviewee: From the documents that G4S gave me, there were different Centres and 

Colleges.  I went to the Library and they told me to go to College, I went there but they told 

me that I have to be in the UK for at least six months to get enrolled.  I waited until January 

2017 to start College in ESOL Entry 3, I did my assessment in Reading, Writing and Listening 

and I have passed, so now I am waiting to progress to Level 1. 

Interviewer: Apart from the College.  What do you do? 

Interviewee: I go to charities to collect foods, clothes, bed sheets vouchers because what the 

Home Office provides to us is not enough.  I go to St Chad charity, Care Link of Mr Shomary, 

Brodchock, Yemen in West Bromwich and Salvation Army. 

Interviewee: How do you see the way of life here compare to back home.  

Interviewer: Integration is quite hard because we have different culture, we are used to talk 

to neighbours back home, which is not the case here, sometimes you would spend all day 

alone, it can affect you mentally but I am trying to cope, you just need to be mentally strong. 

Interviewer: What do you miss the most from home? 

Interviewee: My miss my country, family, my mom; it makes me think what is going to happen 

to me.  I miss my culture. 

Interviewer: Do you think of returning to Cameroon? 

Interviewee: Right now? No, I am Wanted in Cameroon, the political situation does not allow 

me to go back, I am in danger over there, I need to be protected and live in peace, that is even 

why I have asked Asylum.  I am not seeing myself going back anytime soon. 

Interviewer: Is there Cameroonian community here in Birmingham? 

Interviewee: I think that there is a Cameroonian community here but I am not in contact to 

them for personal reasons. 

Interviewer: Do you speak other language apart from French? 

Interviewee: French is my first language, I also speak a little English contrary to the past, I can 

speak also two of my native languages.   I can also speak a little German as well. 

Interviewer: We are at the end of the interview; do you have anything to add? 



Interviewee: I would like to express my gratitude to you for allowing me to express my 

presence here, I always support this kind of project and I would be always available whenever 

you need my contribution. 

Interviewer: Thank you very much for your contribution. 

Interviewee: It is my pleasure, thank you.  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


