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Interviewer: Today is May the 13th, 2017, I am going to interview you in the relation to 

Francophone African Oral History project. Good Morning! 

Interviewee: Good Morning. 

Interviewer: Can you introduce yourself please? 

Interviewee: My name Meshack Kumasamba, I was born in Lemba/Kinshasa on 25 December 

1998.  

Interviewer: Is Lemba a City or a Borough? 

Interviewee: Lemba is a Borough in Kinshasa 

Interviewer: Where did you go to School? 

Interviewee: I started my School in Ndjili at St Victorienne School, it was managed by Western 

people, a very good School. 

Interviewer: You were born in Lemba, how come you end up going to School in Ndjili? 

Interviewee: We have moved to Ndjili, that’s why.  My mother used to live with her relatives 

in Lemba, her parents lived in Tshikapa and when her dad passed away, her relatives took all 

their belonging and she was sent by my grandmother to come live in Kinshasa.  She was 

separated with my dad who used to live in the borough of Masina and she had started a new 

relationship with another man who lived in Ndjili.  My mother and my stepdad had two kids, 

he also had other kids as well. 

Interviewer: After your primary school, did you start the secondary school? 

Interviewee: No I did not because I used to go visit my father family in Masina, I would spend 

more time over there, my dad had another child and I felt comfortable staying with them, 

every weekend I would go there and play with other kids and my Aunty would buy me 

beautiful gifts. 

Interviewer: Where were your dad at that time? 

Interviewee: When my mother was still pregnant of me, my dad already came to the UK, he 

did not see me when I was born, he just heard from his sister that I was born and her sister 

urged him to make arrangement for me and my other brother to join him over here. 

When I was 10 years old, we travelled to another city with my mom and my stepdad but my 

dad did not appreciate it, he telephoned my mother and told her to send me back to Kinshasa.  

I came to live with my Aunty, she put me in school, my Aunty loved me so much and she would 

even prefer to pay my school fees instead of paying for her own children’ school fees, she was 



treating all of us fairly.  Sometimes if I needed money I would go see my mother and she 

would give me money and I would give to my Aunty.  My Aunty used to tell me that “Do not 

think because your dad is in Europe, it does not mean that he has a lot of money, people 

struggle in Europe too”; I did not believe but it was true.  My Aunt’s husband had a good job 

at that time but when he got paralysed and could not work anymore, my Aunty was doing 

everything by herself to support the whole family, she was selling goods at the port, I love my 

Aunty a lot. 

Interviewer: Apart from your family, did you have friends? 

Interviewee: Yes, I had friends in the Congo, some of them good and some of them bad as 

well.  But my Aunty would warn me from hanging with bad friends, I remember one time, me 

and my friends, we went to see Kabila’s party meeting and trouble broke out, my Aunty was 

not happy about it.  A friend of mine who now lives in South Africa used to do Judo, myself I 

used to do Judo as well. 

Interviewer: What other sport were you doing apart from Judo? 

Interviewee: I used to play football in Ndjili, I was the captain of the club.  I had almost got a 

contract from a Western football promoter who came in Kinshasa but my dad did not allow 

me, he preferred me to come join him over here in the UK. 

Interviewer: When did you come in England? 

Interviewee: I came in England in early 2012. 

Interviewer: Who did you come with? 

Interviewee: I came with my brother and my sister, we took the plane to another country, I 

cannot remember the name, they gave us food to eat but I did not like the taste of the food, 

I was even stacked inside the toilet, I did not know how to open the door.  We travelled with 

someone who was helping us because we were young and could not speak English. 

Interviewer: What happened when you first arrived in England? 

Interviewee: We arrived at Birmingham Airport, my dad was waiting us, even though I never 

saw my dad before but I just felt that he was my father when I saw him from the distance.  I 

run fast toward the door to greet my dad, he took us to his house and started to advise us on 

how to behave and to be dedicated to school.  My dad put us in school, I could not speak 

English, if the other pupils laugh at me, I would beat them, I remember beating up 4 Somalian 

pupils and the teacher would put me in detention.  

If someone speak to me in English, I would only reply “OUI” in French, I would only look at the 

note, for me, I thought that it was a waste of time going to school; and I said to myself, I going 

to try and see. 

Interviewer: Did you enjoy school? 

Interviewee: Yes, I did enjoyed school, even if you are struggling to cope, the teachers always 

push you and help you to do better, they would help you to complete your GCSE as well. 



Interviewer: The beginning was difficult for you? 

Interviewee: The beginning was so difficult, I could not understand anything.  I started with 

doing the ESOL course, it was a good school, we were well treated, I loved that school, I would 

love to go back in that school if I could. 

Interviewer: How did you manage to meet friends outside school? 

Interviewee: My dad used to come and pick us up from school in his car, but when he could 

not come, we would take the bus or walk to home; that’s where I met bad people. 

Interviewer: Did you have any expectation or ambition when you came in the UK? 

Interviewee: I did not really think of anything, I thought that everything in the UK was easy 

and my dad used to advise me; he showed me the right way. 

Interviewer: Compare to the Congo, how do you find the school here in the UK? 

Interviewee: In the Congo, you must pay the school fees in order for you to study, contrary 

to the UK.  In the UK they look after you, they provide you with school furniture and my dad 

would encourage me to read books. 

Interviewer: Did you pass your GCSE? 

Interviewee: To be honest, if I was listening to my dad, I would have passed all my GCSE but 

I was not listening to my dad all the time.  By the time, I got to year 9 to year 11, I could 

understand English, and I got to SIX form at Sydney Stringer Academy in Coventry.  My dad 

wanted me to study business and be a business man, my dad went to University and he 

wanted me to succeed in my studies as well but because I was not following his advised I fell 

my GCSE exams at SIX form.  They gave me one more chance and I fell again and the SIX form 

(Sydney Stringer Academy) could not take me anymore. 

I used to go Aston villa to train for football and I met a Congolese guy there, and we started 

talking in Lingala, I felt so good about that, my dad used to come and watch me train and one 

day he told me that I was playing well, that really made me feel good about myself. 

Interviewer: Are you still train at Aston Villa? 

Interviewee: No, they gave me in appointment at 09 am to get registered in the junior club, I 

was about 14 years old, but I forgot my appointment and it was too late for me to be in the 

club; I lost my chance there. 

I lived in Coventry but I would come in Birmingham every weekend to train, when I fell my 

GCSE and lost the opportunity to be in Aston Villa team, my friends in Coventry told me to 

keep trying to find another team and we went to Walsall at Chestham, I spoke to their 

manager, he used to play for Birmingham, he was the captain as well and he told me to come 

and train with them, I went there with my friends, they do Education Football Academy, 

basically, it’s like a College, you have to study, train and play there as well.  When I started 

training, I was very fast and very good.  I told my dad that even though I had fell my GCSE and 

I could not do business as he wanted me to do, I want to do football and he accepted. 



Interviewer: What course did you do at Football Academy? 

Interviewee: Started in A Level Sport, there is level 1,2,3, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3 and you go to 

University, they push you to do your GCSE as well. 

Interviewer: Do you enjoy there? 

Interviewee: Yes, I enjoy it, there are only boys. 

Interviewer: How many days in the week do you go there? 

Interviewee: We go there every Monday to Friday. 

Interviewer: What time do you start? 

Interviewee: We start at 9am, education in the morning and the training in the afternoon. 

Interviewer: Apart from that, what else did you do? 

Interviewee: I used to work at Funfair in Walsall, after the manager it was me, I would look 

after the kids and make sure all the equipment are in the good condition but it stopped now.  

I only go training. 

Interviewer: Can you describe your home in Coventry? 

Interviewee: In Coventry, I lived in Willenhall almost 5 years, there are a lot of Congolese 

people there.  I used to hang out with people who smoke and drink but I never try it, people 

would report to my dad, he would get very angry at me but he knew that I would not smoke 

because he Knew me well. 

Interviewer: What do you find difficult living here in the UK? 

Interviewee: What I find difficult is the way people live here, in the Congo, you would say 

hello to your neighbours but in the UK, people walk pass each other. 

Interviewer: How do you keep in touch with people in the Congo? 

Interviewee: I use WhatsApp, Facebook, Facetime; I talk to my mom almost every day on 

WhatsApp. 

Interviewer: Are you proud to be Congolese? Can you go back? 

Interviewee: Yes, I am proud to be Congolese and I would love to go back, if we do not go 

back then we cannot change anything.  If I do something good in the Congo, others would try 

to do the same as well, we cannot just stay here forever.  We want Congo to be as good as 

England, we want Congo to look nice.  Congo is one of the richest country in Africa; it does 

not mean that if I go to the Congo, I will not eat or not find a job, I would do anything. 

Interviewer: How do you live around Congolese people? 

Interviewee: It is difficult because most of the Congolese like talking behind people back, if 

they see you do something wrong, they would go straight to tell your dad, that is why we 



young people do not stay around them, but some of the Congolese are nice as well, they 

would give you advise. 

Interviewer: Do you go to church? 

Interviewee: Yes, I go to church at Pastor Bale’s. 

Interviewer: How long have you been going there? 

Interviewee: I have been in that church for so long now, he is a good Pastor, he makes me 

feel welcome and I talk to him a lot.  I went also in one church at Aston and had my baptism 

there, I gave my life to Jesus Christ. 

Interviewer: What are you planning for your future? 

Interviewee: In my future, I want to play football.  It is not because of the money, materials 

or girls, it is because I love football, I enjoy playing football; when I was little, I told my mom 

that one day I would play football, I also tell my friends that it’s not about the age, if you 

believe in something, you would accomplish it, I was born to play football. 

Interviewer: We are getting at the end of our conversation; do you have anything to add? 

Interviewee: Not really. 

Interviewer: Thank you very much for your time. 

Interviewee: Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

 


