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Interviewer: Good morning!  

Interviewee: Good morning!  

 

Interviewer: I’m going to interview you in the relation to our project “Francophone 

African Oral History”  

 

Yes, it’s a pleasure to have you, um, give us your time, 'cos before we came in, you did 

mention that you hardly stay at home, and knowing you run a business, it must be a very 

important thing for you, you know, and we really appreciate the time you're giving us 

because two hours is not, you know, an easy thing, and thank you so much. So, today is 

Thursday, the eighth of October 2009, and its five past eleven. My name is Theresa 

Amate (ph) and I’m interviewing you for the Luton African Voices. Thank you very much.  

 

Thank you too.  

 

00:40 

Hm ok, so we're going to start by you telling me, what your full name is, and why you 

were given that name.  

 

Brilliant, er, my full name is, er, er, you know in Africa we have a, er, we have a local 

name, and then also an English name, because we were colonised by English people, so, I 

think that most of, especial (ph) we Ghanaians who normally, er, originate from the coast, 

we, on the other hand we do have English names, I mean, er, besides our traditional 

name, my traditional name is, Kwabina (ph) Eje (ph), and er, Kwabina (ph) means, a 

male born on Tuesday, in Ghana, and Eje (ph) was my, my Granddad’s name, so I was 

named after my Granddad. So, and my English name is called Peter Richardson.  

 

01:47 

Wonderful, I mean, cos I'm Ghanaian as well, you know, and looking at where I come 

from, we also come from the coast. Er, somehow we didn't get the English surname, we 

have Amate (ph) so I'm Theresa Amate (ph) even though, you know, and then we have 

this traditional name which is Amoko (ph), meaning 'every second girl' you know, is 

called Amoko (ph) so, you go into my father's lineage there are thousands of Amokos (ph) 

over there, so, that is a very good thing, so on a Tuesday, you're called Kwabina (ph), 

and I know, Kwabina (ph) Eje (ph), but you don't use Kwabina (ph) Eje (ph)? 

 

Ah, I don't, erm, use it, because I, er, you know, that’s what I’m saying, in, in, in Ghana, 

if you are being educated, going to school, you'll be given an English name, I say, er, 

(laughs) they used to say it as 'slave masters' (unclear) give you your name, especially 

those we who are from the coast, the Fantes (ph) and the Gaangs (ph) and the Ewes (ph) 

who were intermarried, ohhh, we were, we were, were working for the, the slave masters 



, you know, they gave their names to their, their, their, their, their, their, (unclear) their 

house help, or whatever it is. So that’s where we inherited such English names. Most of, 

we the coast (ph) people of Ghana.  

So, er, but, erm, when I go home, mm,  my elders, most of them call me, Kwabina (ph) 

Eje (ph), good, and also, I have also another name called Rikki (ph) (unclear) everybody 

knows me, called Rikki (ph), because, I remember when I was in, when I started 

secondary school, and, er, by then there was a (ph) American pop star called Rikki (ph) 

James (ph), and er, from there and, he was my idol, I do like his music, so I took the 

name, Rikki (ph).  

 

03:47 

Do you remember any of the songs? 

 

Aah, (pause), in fact I can tell you, er, I personally, since, (pause) since I got into 

business, in fact, I've, I've, I've forgot a lot of things in my life. I've, I've devoted all my 

life in the business to an extent that, even my own house, as we are talking from here now 

(laughs), I don't even, I just live here only nights. Seven days, I don't know why, 

sometimes I ask myself 'why, do I do that?' sometimes, my children even ask me, why I 

don't stay home, but er, (laughs), they don't understand me, er, as I also sometimes I don't 

understand myself, why it, it happens like that. Er, some of the song (ph), Rikki (ph) 

James (ph) song (ph), in fact I’ve forgotten now, that’s early eighties, eighty-three, 

eighty-four, now, you know I’ve forgotten them, but I do like him back then.  

 

 

04:46 

Ok, thank you very much, like, I was going to ask you whether you were named after 

somebody, but that is cleared already, you're named after your granddad. Why that? 

 

Er, that’s how, in, in, in Ghana, as er, as I know, most of people, be named after their 

elders, especially if [you are] (ph) father, and you know that your father has been a 

(unclear) to you, I mean, you try to name your child after him, or your mum, I for 

instance have named my children, I’ve got three (ph) children I have named them after 

my, my father, my mum, and also, my, this thing, my, my step-mum, so they've all got 

that name, including my name, so they use mine, mine, my, those (pause) er, name after 

names in, as a middle (ph) name. 

 

 

05:45 

Ok, that’s very good. Where were you born, exactly, and when? 

 

Ok, good, arm, I was born in thirteenth (13th) of December nineteen-sixty-six (1966). I 

was born before Kwame (ph) Nkrumah (ph) was overthrown, but I do, er he is my 

mentor, (laughs) the first President of Ghana. I didn't see him (unclear), er, (pause) and, 

er, I was born at a village called Twifu-Praso (ph), in Central Region. That’s where, my 

father was working there, normally my father, from Anomabu (ph) of Central region as 



well, and er, my mum is er, Dincha (ph), that’s also in Central region, so, Twifu-Praso 

(ph) that’s where I was born, on the thirteenth of December 1966. 

 

06:38 

Wonderful. What do you remember about the place you were born? 

 

I remember when I was kid, and er, when my gran (ph) when my elders go to farm, at the 

age of about six, five, six, I remember when they go to farm, they will leave us behind, 

and when they are going they will cook and leave some of the food behind, so when we 

go around, and play and play and get tired, we come and eat, and I remember, um, they 

day, I can't remember exact date but I remember it was September, er, nineteen-seventy-

four (1974) when I started class one.  

 

Er, when I was, it was very fortunate, er, for me because, it was very fortunate for me 

because my, er my father, when I grew up to see my father was married to only one 

woman, that was my step-mother, because my mum passed away when I was one, I think 

by then my father was having two wife (ph) by then, and er, I remember when I was 

taking to school that very day, it was Tuesday I remember because in my, in my village 

every Tuesday is a market day and that day was a market day, I remember, I can't 

remember the exact date, but I remember, it was a, a market day, Tuesday which was the 

day was I was born, my birthday, not birthday precisely the date, but, you know what, I 

was as I said, I was born Tuesday, was, yeah (ph) the day, so I remember when I was, my 

father was sending me to school, that day, but before then, that, the open (ph) day, the 

school open (ph) day, the, I take a week before, my father took me, to the, the, the head 

teacher's house and said, my son is six (ph) he want to, he is starting school, I was very 

(unclear) by then, and then the Tuesday when I was going to school, my father wanted to 

name me John (ph) and er my sister said, er very fortunate as I said, my, my step-mother 

have girls and my, my mother also have five girls. Including myself we were six in my 

mother's side.  

 

Only one boy, (unclear) that’s me, and I was the last born, very unfortunate, the woman 

went away, er she passed away, so, I did, I, I thought, I was thinking my mother could 

have get about ten children, you know those days they used to have a lot of children. But 

it was very unfortunate she passed away, when I was one. (unclear) so I remember when I 

was going to, my father want to name me John (ph), then my sister said ah John (ph) is a, 

is a, is a old name, is a, is a colonial name, so it was a big argument in the house, and my 

father was say that’s my own (ph) son, and I want to name him why, oh (ph) it was a big, 

I remember, so and the, er one the, my elder sisters. And I started school from there, and 

the second year, I was, my, in fact that, the very day, the very year, my father, my er went 

er, had a (unclear - ?pension?) he was working in the local council as a revenue collector, 

as we used to say, Lampu-kache (ph), my father was a lampu-kache (ph).  

 

We used to (unclear -?sermon?) people when they don't pay their, their levies, I 

remember (laughs). So that very day my father went, er, I mean he went retirement, I 

was, it was very unfortunate, I was, because I was the last one. So, he took to me to my, 

one of my uncles, at er, a place, if I mention that name you might not know, its a small 



village in Western region called er, Jimakru (ph) its, its, its around Munivari (ph), so my 

father was a (pause) a secretary to (unclear) he used to buy cocoa (ph), so, they used to 

call them cocoa (ph) kache (ph) back then, so I went (interjection from interviewer) 

 

 

 

10:42 

Which means erm, 'gentleman of cocoa' (ph) 

 

Yes, yes, gentleman, he was a, he used to buy, he was a, a (unclear) they used to call 

them 'cocoa (ph) kache' (ph) or secretary for (unclear), something like that so I, and so I 

went there, the second year my father took me there, then I was staying with my uncle, in 

fact er, it was (unclear) it was village, (unclear) pure village, we used to walk about three 

miles before we go (ph) to the school, that was my second year in the school, so I lived 

with my uncle until (unclear) the fourth year, class four, I came back to my (unclear) 

where I was born, which is a (unclear) and that’s nice time, better than where I was sent 

to.  

 

11:24 

Ok so were you sent there because your mum passed away? 

 

Er, not that, my father got to know that er, his retirement, I mean he is er retired, so he 

spoke to my uncle, and my uncle was a bit (unclear), said oh, why can't we take your, 

your, your nephew to stay with you, you know, before we, I mean, in my culture we 

(unclear) uncles, I mean, so, he came and took me, and er in fact later I regretted that I 

didn't stay with my uncle because the situation there I didn't like it and I, still I was a 

child but I didn't like it, it was a village, that place there was only train, there wasn't any 

car, there was no car in that area, only train was passing that village, there’s no car route 

there.  

 

So, we need to, we have to walk about three to four miles before you go to the nearby 

village to school. The only occupation that village was the, the, the cocoa (ph) kache (ph) 

I am talking about which is the, the (unclear) representative to buy cocoa (ph) and then 

the station master, station master for the, the railway corporation. That’s the only er 

gentlemen in that village, so they, even, when the chief need they would come and call 

my uncle, or the station master.  

 

You understand what I mean? So, it was, my uncle was like er a big man in the village, 

there were only two men, big two, yeah, so, (pause) I didn't like it so the fourth year in 

my education I came back, to my father's side, but erm, that’s, that’s, that’s it, I 

remember all these things. That was, that was seventy-four, five, six (unclear), which is 

about almost thirty-three years ago, yes.  

 

13:20 



Wonderful, so, when you got back to your father's place how was it like, can you just 

describe you know, the, your home, your family home, (unclear) and why you were very 

happy you had to return.  

 

And also, oh, I forgot one point there. When my father was leaving, that’s Twifu-Praso 

(ph) it’s like a, like a district capital, and then, near, three miles away, that’s where my, 

my mum's mum, that’s my granp-(pause) er -parents were living. So, when I came from 

my uncle's side, that where I went. And er, for only one year too, I didn't like the place, 

so at the end I have to come back to the big town around the area that I mean the, the 

district capital where my father was living, then I came back there.  

 

And when I came it was very tough. Now, pappa (ph) was not working again, so the, I 

can see, by then, the bread-winner was my step mum, (unclear), the step-mum is very 

good (unclear),  I've never, I thought (ph) she's I mean she shaped (ph) me very well, 

that’s why I am what I am today, and I always say that, even though if my mum was 

alive, maybe er, I wouldn't have been like what I am today, like I would be so spoiled or 

whatever. I always say that. It was very tough, sometimes, you know er, a boy, if you 

don't go to riverside  to fetch water, you wont be given food, if you don't [pound (ph) fufu 

(ph)], you know, (unclear) we [pound (ph) fufu (ph)],  if, when I grew up, at my, this age, 

and I got to know that is was child labour, (pause) because a boy of about thirteen, the 

whole family food, they will let you (unclear) and, my (unclear) is a very typical job, its 

not, its a job which is very tedious (ph) and (ph) (unclear) job, because you are using 

your physical strength. (unclear) food prepared, er food to prepared to eat, you'd be 

[pounding (ph) fufu (ph)] big (ph), we felt very (pause) very strong, you have to use your 

strength to do that job. (interviewer interjects with question) 

 

15:45 

So are you saying that you were the only one, (interviewee talking at same time as 

interviewer) supposed to do 

 

Now we were (unclear) in, we were (unclear) in the in the house, but still, you need to 

participate, you need to take part. Other than that, you won’t be given food to eat. You 

understand? So, when I grew up I said, why should a child be forced to do such a job 

before he will be feed (ph)? why? If there is no means of making that food, then (unclear) 

have to find another means of making a food to eat. My sister (unclear), the only 

(unclear) job I’ve ever done, I used to go to family (unclear) but, the [pounding (ph) the 

fufu (ph)] is, is a (unclear) job that I've ever done in my life, that which I always regret 

about that, so, if I see a child, a child like about thirteen, twelve, fourteen, when I go back 

home, and I a see a child like er doing that job, like er, then I, I feel hurt in my heart. 

Imagine living with your step mum, and your step sisters and your step family.  

 

If you don't go to farm, you don't eat. I can also tell you that I have slept with an empty 

stomach before, because, you know a boy, sometimes you go out and play football, you 

don't come, before you come, everything is done, the food is done already, and (unclear) 

get food to eat. I've, I've experienced all this life. So, if I want to talk about my lifestyles 

(ph) something that er, (laughs) is very, very, it was very hard back (ph) then. And er, if I 



compare back (ph) then, er even I was better, er I was better, (pause) than some, I mean 

in the village, if I, If I cast my eyes, what I was going through and what people were 

going through, I was even more better, you understand? (interviewer speaking at some 

time) Very fortunate, my mother, my step-mother was a fish monger, so in my house fish 

is abundant. (unclear) we used to see some fish and give to people and get some tips, you 

understand, (laughs) right. 

 

18:01 

Ok, so like talking about erm, fufu (ph) and all those things, being a Ghanaian, you know, 

I've been through it before and sometimes I found it very tedious that this simple thing 

you have to eat, you have to go through all that process, er, it got to a point, we had to do 

it in tens, you know, I’d do the first one, you know like, er breaking (unclear) (interviewee 

speaking at same time) the initial stage, and then somebody does the middle, and then, 

you know, but when it gets to a point, where you feel its too much, its not really pleasant, 

but then like you said, your step mum really helped you, and she's groomed you into what 

you are so whatever you've been through is passed isn't it? (interviewee talking at same 

time) 

 

Yeah, it’s passed, yes 

 

18:44 

fantastic, so, erm, were there any special items in the house, that you remember, maybe 

like a well, or something, any special thing you remember in the house cos (ph) erm, you 

lived in your. your uncle's and then you came to your grandparents then you came to 

your dad's, where you felt this is where I belong, is there any particular thing that you 

remember so much about that house, I’ll give you an example like, I (pause), we had this 

big tree which was as a result of a garden you know, we had a garden (unclear) house. 

And we hang (ph) a tyre on it and we used to swing, and I loved it, I hung (ph) the tyre 

there, and I used to do that swinging and I love it (unclear ?to death?), its still there as 

I'm speaking. So, is there anything like that? 

 

Er, as at now, I remember things like that but, erm, er as er, er the (unclear) or whatever, 

if, where I was born, the house has been broken down, (unclear words), it has been 

improved (ph), so something like things like that you're talking about, you can't see them 

anymore. There was a, a coconut tree, and there was er a lemon, big lemon tree, that tree 

was there er, anybody at the whole village, lemon, er, if anybody needed they come 

around (unclear), you know today they sell lemon, they, there wasn't, they were not 

selling it, in the whole village everybody can come around and take some. Today, they 

sell it in my village, we have to buy lemon, and I remember, erm, those all those 

(unclear) but because of that we improved the place, my house has been improved (ph) 

(unclear), where I was living, so, all those things have been cut off and house has been 

(unclear). 

 

20:35 

Ok, so the one you've improved upon, was it, I mean the old house, was it like a flat, a 

(interviewee speaks at same time) 



 

No, no, no, you know, er a Africa (ph) house, you say, we used to call it compound (ph) 

house, the house has been like a, er, and then there's a big compound (ph) in middle, so, 

in the evening we all sit there and (unclear) and, you understand, and the rooms are there, 

I remember one, two, my, my father's was a [chamber and hall] (ph) , and a one, 

[chamber and hall] (ph) and another [chamber and hall] (ph) one, two, three, four, but, it 

was round, with a, a gate, its about nine rooms round, two of them, I remember two of 

them were a [chamber and hall] (ph), that’s my, my (unclear) and that other one, the rest 

were single rooms, single, then we have a separate kitchen, one two big kitchens, so, 

some of the women are using this, and they, we used to, they used to cook outside, when 

there's no rain, yeah, but when its raining then we go to the kitchen, and we used to have 

a, a place, for the sheep. A big, big yard like, more than, bigger than here, my grandmum 

(ph) used to have a sheep, and because of that, all the children everybody were having 

sheep, yeah, they'd give you sheep and the when they're born they sell it, your school 

(unclear) or whatever, yes, we used to have all those things. 

 

 

22:02 

You know, that, I would say is a kind of investment, you know like, you're investing into 

(interviewee speaking at same time)  

 

Yes, yes, it was, it was because, as a child they would give you a sheep, this is your 

sheep, so when, they'll give you a female sheep, so when the sheep grow (ph), grow and 

er, it, it starts (ph) to produce, that’s for you. Then maybe they'll say oh, today your sheep 

is old so, er, they used to call, "papa nankwasere" (ph) the butcher (interviewer laughs) 

come around and buy, and then when, as soon as that money come they used to buy 

something for you, for you to I mean feel happy that at least you'll be going around and 

collecting, er, er, like a cassava plantain, er (unclear), in the evening by five o'clock when 

you come from school, you take a basket and go round (unclear) houses, and pick all 

those things, and they (ph) come and give to your, er, the sheep, they, they used to share, 

today you go round, tomorrow the next boy will go. So, that was it. 

 

23:06 

Right so, erm, I understand you had a very big house, was it just your family, or, you had 

other people living with you? 

 

Er, most of us we were family, I don't remember, I remember there was one, there was, 

even that man, he left, yeah, so all of them we were family. 

 

23:25 

Did you have a modern kitchen? Then. 

 

Er, no, no, no, its a mud, you know, mud kitchen, that was there.  

 

23:34 

Ok, so you used firewood. 



 

Yeah, firewood. Firewood. 

 

23:39 

Fantastic. 

 

And I remember when my sisters, when they want to cook for their boyfriends, that’s 

where they use a, er charcoal, because they don't want to cook on the, on the, on the this 

thing, on the firewood so that the smell will come in, if they want to cook rice, or some 

stew, they will, you know, charcoal with a (unclear) pot, that, er, this thing, that’s when 

they cook the rice and stew nicely, and they will send you to go and give it to your girl, 

er, boyfriends. 

 

24:06 

(Laughs) because what I know is when you cook, when you use the firewood, the food 

kind of has this smoky taste, (interviewee talking at same time) that’s what they didn't 

like. 

 

That’s what I’m saying. That, er, we didn't like it, but we were eating it, and er, what 

that’s what I’m saying when the, the ladies they've got their boyfriend (ph), that’s when, 

you use a, sometimes, (unclear) pot, with charcoal, that doesn't bring too much smoke, to 

cook nice for their boyfriends, that was it.  

 

24:33 

So, you said your house is being renovated? 

Yeah, it has been built new, now it’s a, it’s a (unclear) house. 

 

24:40 

Modern kitchen. 

 

Yeah, yeah, now, it is. Now they use a, er, what do you call it, you know in Ghana they 

used to this, er, gas, what they call them, er, gas stove or whatever. 

 

24:53 

Gas burners. 

Yeah, that’s what they use today, so, that’s how, hmm.  

 

24:57 

Fantastic. Now, from all you've said, you've you know, sort of highlighted a few things 

about your childhood, er, I want you to describe what school was like, for you as a child.  

 

Oh, I was very good in school. It was very (pause) unfortunate that er, er, that, if today 

anybody whom I started school with is still they will tell you, 'ah, Ricky (ph) was good,' I 

was very good. I've been a first boy in my class before. You know in back home, after 

exams at the end of year, exams, they used to call, 'oh, John (ph), you are the first' or 

whatever, I've been one before, I've been, I've led a class before, I was very (pause) 



clever, very, very clever, but it was very unfortunate, because, house wasn't too good, 

when I start er, after finishing, er, the good part of my life, I was very good, I didn't even 

finish the school, [form two (ph)] when I had, I (unclear words) and I pass, and I went to 

secondary school, it was tough. School fees was the problem, very, problem, and er, it 

was very tough. And because of that, after O-level I just (pause) there was no, there 

wasn't any much help so, I just decided er, I would go out for business, that’s why I'm 

into business today, and now (ph) I forgotten (ph), as I told you my, my step-mother was 

a fish-monger. Every weekend, Sunday morning, they would put fish on a flat pan, big 

flat pan and I was a very good seller. All the children in the house, when they, they, and, 

er, I remember I was very short, so when they put the fish on my head, and I'm going you 

know the, you go to house, house-to-house and 'namo namo' (ph) you shouting, shouting 

'namo, namo' (ph) that be (unclear) 'fish fish fish', and er, when the women call you, into 

their house , because I was very short, some of the women who were tall, they would just, 

they would (unclear) up of me, on top of me, so, some of them, they have made the fish 

according to how they sell it, so some of the women they would take some of the fish and 

put another one, and when they bring it, they help you to bring it down, they so, oh, 

(unclear) then I will just spot it and say no mummy (ph) its not like that, this one is, is too 

much, (interviewer laughs) then they will start to shout '(unclear (language))' that means 

'you are very bad boy', (laughs) (unclear) I was very, very, in fact er, how, how will I 

describe myself, I was very, very vigilant, and very clever. So, some of the women, they 

didn't like me, they used to say, when they see my, my mother in the, in the market, they 

used to say, '(unclear (language))'  'he's too loud', 'he's too aggressive', you understand, 

because they, they, they were not able to steal some of that, you know back home women 

they used to steal fish, even when they come to the market, yeah, so, I don't give them 

chance for that, and I was so lucky, when they put fish on my head, and I go out, I will 

come with empty pan, so my step-mother used to tell me (unclear (language)),  that 

means 'you do well.'  

 

That’s motivated me to go into business. So, from there, when I finished form (ph) five 

(pause) I came to Accra (ph) I start to, to sell cigarette, on the, on the, on the roadside, 

(pause), and er, I used to sell cigarette on the roadside, and cassette (ph) and then, I 

remember, er (unclear) just passed President Kofor (ph), the wife, I know her personally, 

I used to sell in front of her shop, at (Pigfarm (ph), Accra (ph), oh she knows me very 

personally, used to call (unclear), she used to sell mattresses in the shop at the Pigfarm 

(ph) (unclear) station, that’s where I used to sell my cigarette. 

 

29:14 

I know Pigfarm (ph) very well.  

 

Yeah, the very (unclear) station there, I used to sell cigarette there, and erm, er, she miss 

(ph) me very well, and she, when she comes, she asks me to help her, to bring all the 

mattress into the shop, she knows me, very well, and he, he used to say, her brother, one 

of the younger brothers he used to call Kwabina (ph) so, he called me, 'brother, come, 

come', so er, that’s how life, it is. 

 

 



Part B 0016 

 

00.00 

Wonderful, so in school, what were your favourite, and least favourite subjects, when you 

were in the, like, in the lower primary growing up? 

 

Good. I used to like, er, lower primary, I used to like maths and history, you see, the 

subject I used to like very much was maths, history and also er, general paper, like, we, in 

my time, we used to have some book, er, its call, er, its call Fact to Remember, er no, er, 

they used to sell in Accra (ph) market, its like er, its a general paper, er leaflet, its er, 

current affairs and everything, I used to, and I am somebody, I used to like er, history 

very well, I love history, that was the subject I used to like, and maths.  

 

00:59 

No wonder you're a business man because you have to, you want to business man you 

have to be mathematically correct, you know, sound. (interviewee speaking at same time) 

 

Yeah, I used to love very much. 

 

01:10 

Was there any subject you didn't like at all, your least favourite? 

 

Hmm, when I went to secondary school, the subject I didn't like was er, I didn't like 

subject like er, geography, and agric (ph) I don't know why, but now I'm getting 

something like agric (ph) farming (ph) hire (ph) like, because when I was in village, 

when I was young, I hate going to farm, I hate, that’s what I was born in the village but I 

hate going to farm. Sometimes, we used to go to farm on Saturdays, Saturdays, I would 

pretend to be sick, yes, I pretend I'm sick, then (laughs) I get free not to go to farm 

(laughs). 

 

01:59 

Can you describe some of the games you used to play as a child? 

 

Oh, ah, football, I used to play football, and sometimes I don't get food to eat, when I, 

when I go out to play and er, I’m somebody sometime when I go to play, I play, I play, I 

play and I even, I don't remember to go home quick, so before maybe, before I go, I’m 

late, the food is already gone, yes.  

 

02:24 

Now, was it because you were not allowed to go at a particular time, but you felt I have 

to go anyway so I don't care whether I have food or not? 

 

Yes, something like that. You know, its like, village life, you sit around nothing for you 

to do you just jump to go outside, just like that, yeah. 

 

02:43 



So, I would thing it was a way of disciplining, helping you to know what to do at what 

time, but you were not in for that. (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Yes, yes, (laughs). 

 

02:53 

Well, now you've already explained to us that you had a nickname, which is Rikki (ph), 

any other one you had? 

 

Er, yes, very good. (laughs) Er, (pause) when I was in village, when I was kid, they used 

to call me 'the boy' (interviewer laughs) because, my house, my village, my house was 

just near where my Catholic, er, where my Catholic Church, there's a mission there. The, 

the white man, the, the, the, the, the father, we used to call them 'father' er, the priest, 

when they come they live there, because they don't, they come and er, make a service 

there, and they stay there about three days they go back, so when they come there, 

because my house is near, as soon as we see that they have come, we run to them, and 

then (unclear) then we go there, and I was very (brief pause) smart, very smart, so when I 

go there he used to tap me, 'eh, boy, boy, boy, boy' so from there, boy, boy, then my 

village boys used to call me 'the boy' (interviewer laughs) so I did, this, Rikki (ph) I’m 

talking about is when I go to secondary school, but my childhood, my nickname was 

called 'the boy', (pause) which everybody knows, if I go to my village today, most of my 

age group, the elder people, most of them, outside, not my family, they used to call me 

'the boy', up to date (ph).  

 

04:14 

It gives me the impression (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

And sometimes, I remember last two years, I went home, and somebody called me 'the 

boy', I said, 'look, don't call me the boy today, call me the man' (laughs). Because, 

(unclear) I’m man. (laughs) 

 

04:29 

(interviewee laughs) Anyway, you know I was gonna say that it gives me the impression 

that you are very popular and (unclear) (interviewee speaking at same time) 

 

I was. Wherever I go, wherever I go, yes, wherever I go, er, I don't know why God gave 

me that er, er, this thing er, nature, I remember, my village I'm so popular even Accra 

(ph) when I came to Accra (ph) and, I have so many nicknames, as I'm telling you I was 

selling in front of ex-president's wife's shop, they used to call me 'sheleshe' (interviewer 

laughs) in Pigfarm (ph), Accra (ph). Wherever I go, and when you go to Pigfarm (ph) 

today you say 'sheleshe' (ph) everybody knows, Pigfarm (ph) where they used to sell the 

ploto (ph) the pork, the whole area asks 'sheleshe', everybody knows me, I don't know 

why, anywhere I go, and if I adopt a name, they just pick it (unclear sound) and I'll 

become popular.  

 

05:20 



 

So why did you adopt 'sheleshe' (ph)? 

 

Alright, so you know, boys, er, it’s like er, it’s a term that I introduced I say, when I say, 

when we just we are going out you say (unclear quotation in another language) 

(interviewer laughs) so, when they call me sheleshe (ph), (unclear quotation) (laughs) 

that’s why they used to call me sheleshe (ph), yeah.  

 

05:44 

And, what does it mean? 

 

Oh, it means (unclear), today, surely, we're gonna (ph), er, some lady gonna (ph) be hurt 

(ph). (interviewer laughs) (laughs) 

 

05:55 

So, does it mean you intentionally went out (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Yes, yes, that was (interviewer speaks at same time) 

 

05:59 

That was not very nice (laughs) 

 

(laughs) but you know, but it’s a boy's, yeah (interviewer speaks at same time) yeah. 

 

06:05 

I know that when you're growing up, you know, you get into things and (interviewee 

speaks at same time) 

 

Into things, and er, when you are clever you just, just, wake up quick, you understand? 

That’s er, nature, everybody have, have self-confidence, when you are doing something, 

and you have to realise that, oh, you have to alert yourself, you know if someone, you 

don't have to alert (ph) someone to alert you, you have to alert yourself, you have to wake 

up by yourself. Where, where I’m doing, and, as I'm saying, when I came to Accra (ph), 

you know I mean, this, this, this but, came to time, I said whoa (ph), this is the time I 

have to, I have to make sure I do what God has asked me to do. Yes. 

 

06:50 

Hmm, that’s, I mean, realising, I need to wake up. 

 

Wake up. I had to (interviewer speaks at same time) 

 

06:54 

Try to achieve something. (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Achieve something, yes.  

 



06:57 

So, you left all those (interviewee speaks at same time) fancy 

 

Yes, yeah, fancy 'sheleshe' (ph) whatever, I left all behind. And then I move on. 

 

07:06 

So, what, what, how, what do your family members call you now? Do they have any 

particular (interviewee speaks at same time)?  

 

Ah, I tell you what, today, I can tell you, I don't know why, most of my family people, 

even (unclear), they, some people call me ofaa (ph), ofaa (ph) means 'uncle', they call me 

ofaa (ph), call me braa (ph) all sorts because, and I, I bet you what, my age group as I told 

you I was born er, sixty-six, in the village where I was born, erm (pause), my age group, 

some of them have achieved life in education, university, my classmates some of them 

have been to university and stuff like that, yeah? even one of my classmates today is er a 

police er (pause) commander in Accra (ph) today, er, (unclear) he is er, Peter (ph) Jima 

(ph), I talk to him all the time. And then the, (pause) so, I can tell you most of my village 

boys, I can say, they see me they respect me, because a lot of people never ever thought, 

that, I could have make it (ph), and I tell you what, when I came to Accra (ph), to 

(unclear) after form five, I selling cigarette, I remember one day, I was riding bicycle 

selling my cigarette and I saw one lady from my village, in Accra (ph), early in the 

morning (pause) and I, I spotted her, she was coming at er, (unclear) in the morning, I 

saw here, I didn't want the girl to see me, so, I just want to swerve, and unfortunate (ph), 

it was, it was very fortunate, I was, I was nearly to knocked by a taxi, cos' (ph) I didn't 

want that, because I was popular in the village, and they've got to know that Rikki (ph) 

has finished form five he's in Accra (ph) and that, I was thinking, she will see me and go 

and tell the village boys 'aah, I saw Rikki (ph), selling cigarette', (laughs) so, I would just 

want to hide myself from her, oh, it was very, fortunate, I was nearly hit by a taxi. (pause) 

I remember all these things, you understand? I remember all these things. So, that’s how 

life, goes. 

 

09:27 

 

One thing, I'm feeling now is, all these things you had done, like taking you to the farm, 

looking after the sheep, selling fish, you know, cigarette, has kind of prepared you, 

towards this business you're running. 

 

Yes. 

 

09:48 

We'll come back to that anyway. 

 

Okay. 

 

09:50 



Erm, can you describe any family vacations you had, when you were growing up? Did 

you ever have any family vacations, and, where did you go? 

 

Ah, I remember when I was in village (ph), I remember 1979 (nineteen seventy nine), 

(pause) when I, 1979, by the time, er, our ex-president (unclear) made the coup (ph), I 

remember he made the coup June, September, I came to Accra (ph) holidays, and my, my 

elders sisters were living there, I came there, that was the, the time we were living on the 

Pigfarm (ph) down (unclear) going to place called, erm, Joru (ph) prandpu (ph) we used 

to go to the prandpu (ph) area, we were kid, I was kid by then, that time I was about class 

three, so, we used go and stay, back then, we see cars, we were from village, (interviewer 

laughs) so we see cars, and, er, say, 'hey' (ph), then we were arguing, me and my 

(unclear) and my step-brother, say, 'this car is very small, but it run fast', (unclear) 

(interviewer laughs) (laughs) the Morris (ph) those cars, yeah, then, I remember that was 

the holiday I had, I still remember, (pause) '79, yeah, when we vacated, then we came to 

Accra (ph), September. 

 

11:11 

Was that your first time in Accra (ph)? 

 

Oh no no no, because, very lucky, my, as I told you I have elder sisters, so my, my, even 

my, my, my mother's second born was living with one man called mister Bonsu (ph), 

have you heard 'Bonsu (ph) Brothers'? 

 

11:28 

Yes. 

 

One of the biggest departmental stores, (unclear), my, my sister, because that man, 

according to my father, that man was a, a (unclear) in our village, er, Twifu-Praso (ph) , 

so, sixty-five, that man just set up his own business, so he came from our village to Accra 

(ph) to establish, so, when he was coming, my step-brother, my elder brother who is my 

step-brother has by then finished form four, so he came with my brother as a shop 

assistant and it was my brother who started with mister Bonsu (ph), Accra (ph) as a shop, 

this thing, so, my, my, my sister, my own sister finished school 1970, so he came to live 

with mister Bonsu (ph) as a, as a helper, because the man was a friend to my dad back 

then, what I told you my father was educated he was, was a, he was, well here they would 

call him maybe tax man, or whatever, revenue, he was very, revenue collector. So, er, 

during that time, I used to come on holidays but I, I didn't know much, I didn't know 

much back then. By '79, that time, I remembered, the holiday, I remembered and then we 

were going, we were working from Pigfarm (ph) through er, er, romaraid (ph) to airport 

because there was a man who was working at the airport, er, Ghana airways, as a catering 

officer, so when he goes, he tells us, we walk, we don't have money to take taxi or trot-

trot (ph) so we walk from Pigfarm (ph) to airport to go and eat, yeah, because, he was, he 

was working in the catering, so when you go, the food they give us something, we eat 

there, we walk back. (interviewer laughs) (laughs) 

 

13:19 



I'm sure by the then the food would have left your system.   

 

(Laughs) Yes, yeah. I remember all these things. That was '79. That was '79. So, that’s 

where I remember (unclear) we used to walk, by twelve o'clock we start to walk, by one 

o'clock we'd be there, we eat, then we come back. 

 

13:39 

Ok, so who were your friends, when you were growing up, because you've mentioned one 

of them being the, the police officer (interviewee speaks) 

 

Yes, that was my classmate.  

 

13:49 

Ok, so who were your friends when you were (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Oh my friends, when I was in village, the only friend I did had, whom I sat (unclear) 

with, and we all passed, he is called Koko Ejapon (ph) he's now living in London, but 

we've lost contact, somebody told me that he is now in London, he was very fortunate, he 

er, his father was (unclear), and er, so, he got chance, so he was able to go to university, 

(unclear) he was my best friend, he was the person I started class one with. Er, among 

those of who started (unclear) and er koko-ejapon (ph) they have been to university and 

the rest were, all those I'm talking that were in school, we just met as classmates or 

whatever, but from my village, that’s what I've told you. 

 

14:42 

That’s really good. Anyway. Er, I wanna ask this question: how is the world today 

different, from what it was like when you were a child? 

 

Oh, I don't see anything different, but the difference I see today is (pause) today I'm a 

man, and I can choose to do whatever I want. I have control of my life. That’s the only 

difference. And I'm somebody, I don't (pause) try to be, I always remember where I came 

from, [that is me] (ph).  

 

That is, that’s what has always (pause) make me go. I'm not thinking that I was like this 

and then today I'm (unclear) so I want to live in flamboyant (ph) or whatever, I always 

remember where (pause) I was from. I lead my life so simple. Its not that I can't live high, 

or whatever, but I try to live myself, simple (pause) you understand? So, I, I, I, my, my 

nephew, my elder sister's son, I took him to school, and to university, he just finished 

university about 2 years ago, and I think he's a assistant director of education in Sopon 

(ph) district, just about 2 years ago, he went to buy car, and you are living in Sopon (ph) 

and then, I heard that, and I call him, I said (unclear), don't think that you are (unclear) 

you are, I'm your uncle, when I come home I use car, so, its like, you have just finished 

university you've got a job, so you need that money that you used to by the car, you 

should have given to your wife, to do business, you understand? just, within short time 

you go and buy a car, you don't remember where you were, just, you understand? (pause) 

Let me tell you one point, when I, I came to Europe 1992 (nineteen-ninety-two) (pause) I 



remember, its there that I’m jumping over, but we go back wherever we go, it’s just a 

(interviewer speaks at same time) 

 

16:57 

Yeah, that’s fine. 

 

Ninety-two, I first came to Germany. Those, those (unclear) were labourer (ph). I went to 

seek Asylum (ph). My first pay they gave me, some of us, we were living in one place, 

one big like a, in Germany like this, a block, the whole block would be asylum people, 

nobody. And I got, when, my first pay they gave me, (unclear) whatever, I got about 

1517 (one-thousand five-hundred and seventeen) (ph) deutsch-mark by then, some of my 

friends, there, some of, by that time Germany East and West are just combined, so car 

was so cheap. Could have got car 50 (fifty) deutsch-mark. Some of them buy ten cars, 

yes, I never. I remember, my, my wife called me and said 'eh (ph), why don't you bring 

car', I said look, lady, your mind is not my mind. I never ever, I came to Europe '92, my 

first time, but the first time I went back to Ghana was 2002 (two-thousand and two), ten 

years, I never sent car home.  

 

I never. Not that I couldn't buy the car, I could have buy (ph) ten, twenty cars to send it, 

in Germany cars were sold easy. Those cars from the eastern Germany they used to call, 

Lada, the Russia (ph) car, it was too cheap, some of the guys, and, much of the boys, we 

were together, when we go to Accra (ph), er (unclear) they are there, any time I go they 

used to come and ask me for money. So, this [world we live in] (ph)], God (ph), I don't 

go to church, you know, people I er, er, people ask, er, 'Rikki (ph) why don't you go to 

church', I say its not a matter of, God said he has created you as his own image, he have 

give you every power, every morning when I wake up me and my wife my children we 

pray here before we leave, its not a matter of going to the church, can't help me. That’s 

what I, that’s my belief. You understand? And I said to her, me, I will never bring car. 

She wanted to know that ah (ph) her husband have gone to Europe, he brought car, no, I 

never did, until 2002, when I was going home, when I went home, I went to Germany, 

buy my own car. That time there was Golf-3 (ph). I bought it and send it, before I went 

home it was there. Then I start to use it. You see, life, that’s how you have to make your 

life. You don't let people to know, too much about you, yes. 

 

19:31 

Right if you're saying for you, the world hasn't really changed.  

 

No.  

 

19:36 

Well, come to think of when you could purchase a car, for 50 deutsch-mark, and 

compared to now, can you get a car for that amount? 

 

Oh, that was the standard. That was maybe, those days, I used to, I can only get maybe 

200 deutsch-mark, but what about today, its, its a standard, its a level. Maybe that time all 

what I can own I can have is maybe thousand deutsch-mark. Maybe today I can have 



about twenty-thousand deutsch-mark. You see the difference, so, its come to the same 

point. So, er, the world hasn't changed for me, as I can say, it, the only change I can see 

that er, (pause), time [interviewee may be referring to the interview time, acknowledging 

interview session is nearly over]. Right, so, I can say that the world is not changing, it’s 

just going forward. Yeah. No change, its just progressing. As, as you were born, you are 

growing, that’s how, the world is growing, it’s not changing, yes. 

 

20:40 

Anyway, you've mentioned that your parent, your mum, erm, passed away very, when you 

were very young and when you were (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

I don't even know her, haven't even seen her, her photo before. 

 

 

Part A 0017 

 

00:00 

Thank you very much, this is the second part of our interview, and its still, erm, 8th of 

October 2009, the time is 12 noon. So, I want you to describe your family. What was the 

relationship with your siblings and your parents? What was it like? 

 

Hmm, right, erm, my siblings, er, when I grew up to see what I can see, erm, I remember 

when I was about, (pause) I was about six, I've already told that er, I had five sisters, that 

is to my, my father had children, my dad children, (unclear) (interviewer speaks at same 

time) 

 

0046 

Half 

 

half, yeah, I remember, er, before I started school, my eldest sister, that’s my mother's 

first born, she was married back then, and they were living in different area of Ghana that 

is, er Brong-Ahafo (ph) Region, (unclear) with the husband. The husband used to work 

with Ghana Highways Authority, as a er, chief, er, (unclear) or whatever, and they used 

to live in a bungalow. So, I remember during that time my sister came back home, back 

to village and says she want to take my sister, my elder sister, the one that’s immediate 

before me, to where they're going to live (unclear) and my father said why don't you take 

er, Kwabina (ph), that’s me, with you, and er, you know a woman, she know that I'm a 

boy, she cannot benefit enough from me, but rather I’m, I’m, I’m smaller, and I’m, I’m 

the youngest, and my sister is a bit bigger than me, and er, she's a girl, she can do much 

house work than me or whatever, my sister said look, my father was insistent, 'its better 

take Kwabina (ph) you know now I'm not working, so its better you take Kwabina (ph) 

and leave Essi (ph)', then it became argument.  

 

Then, when they, the day they were going it was market day as well, when they were 

going me too I take my one or two clothes, then, I (unclear) with (unclear) so when they 

went I was following them at the train station, when the train came, they when the, I also 



got in the train, I said 'I will go with them', then they bring me out, then I went in, then I 

started to cry, started to cry, then I came back home, when they went, I didn't see that my 

sister, we were youngest, I mean we were, she was just two years older than me so we 

were playing together, and I didn't see my sister again until my uncle came and took me, 

and I came back, and later I think er, (pause) I think '78, then my sister, when she came 

she was a big girl, and also I was, also big boy by then, then we got to know ourselves. 

We were, we were, good, very good, I mean siblings, and we were doing things 

commonly (ph), so that was it, and er, mostly, we, I live with my step, er, family more 

than my own families, yeah.  

 

03:41 

So, you've mentioned that your step mom (ph) had been very good to you (interviewee 

speaks at same time) 

 

It is. 

 

03:47 

Can you now describe that kind of relationship you had with her? 

 

Oh, the woman is so good to extent (ph), because (laughs), erm, I've heard it, I didn't see 

it, or I haven't, er, I've heard it, when my mother was alive, I wasn't born by then, my, my 

step-mother have children and my father, my mother (pause) was somebody, I don't 

know, they, I've heard it, (pause) my, my step-mother is very quiet, but my mother, they 

used to say she's very loud, (unclear), she's very rara (ph), you understand? So, where 

ever they transfer my father to, my mother doesn’t want to go with, my father. And the, 

the, the, the, the advantage part of my mother was, she was only a girl to my grandmom 

(ph), so it looks like she gets spoiled, her mum used to give her everything, you 

understand? So, erm, I remember, er, I was told that when, my sisters, my step-sisters, 

they vacate with my sisters who live with my father, when they vacate they said they're 

going to visit my mum, they said, the way, they said it, but I haven't, I didn't experience 

it, they said the way my mum, I, but I was thinking, today I was thinking maybe she was 

putting them right, the way my mum will shout on the children when, so when they come 

they will come and tell their mum, 'when we went, and (unclear name) was shouting on 

us, she was beating us', you understand? that’s why I was just said that, I will just say that 

when I went through, it has strengthened me, today, but I always say that if my mum was 

alive I could have been a spoiled boy, would have been spoiled, because when I cast my 

eyes to the village where I come from, the boys who, my friends who had mother, some 

of them are spoiled in the village today, spoiled, very spoiled, they pamper them to extent 

(ph) that my best friend, he has passed away, my age.  

 

He passed away about, he, the boy become spoiled in the village that, the Chief in the 

village, you know, village boys, when they drink, he can swear on the Chief, (pause) 

which is a very, very, very bad. I heard all these things. So, this boy didn't grow. I'm now 

42 (forty-two), I will be 43 December, and he passed away about, more than ten years 

ago, so he was a very young guy, he passed away, because the kind of life he led in the 

village there, you understand? he didn't grow. Er, so, sometimes, you think someone is 



maltreating (ph) you or whatever, sometimes, there's an advantage (ph) and disadvantage 

of it, you get what I mean, yeah, every, every life, every thing, there's advantage and 

disadvantage, the good and the bad of it. So that’s what I think it is life, like what life is. 

You always get good part of thing, and er, bad part of thing. 

 

07:07 

So, what I feel is like, she was, she disciplined you, but on a (interviewee speaks at same 

time) tender 

 

No, no, my, my step-mom is somebody, er, I always say that maybe its my destiny. Its 

not that I’m joking, oh, we the children we live with my step-mom (ph), I'm not sitting 

here and try to be too (unclear) or (unclear), my step-mom (ph), hers, that lady (unclear) 

if you stay with her you will be spoiled. She is kind of woman, she has a love and 

sympathy to extent that (ph), but my step sisters, they will stand and said 'you (unclear) 

be given food', you understand? All, we the children we live with my step-mom, nobody 

is better today, some of them are (unclear) smokers, drunkers (ph), and sometimes when I 

see it, because, she's a somebody she's good, that’s what I'm saying that everything 

there's advantage and disadvantage. I thought my step-sisters were, bullying me, they 

were maltreating (ph) me, maybe, they, they, they have make me good. Sometimes I don't 

get food to eat, as a boy, I get, I slept with empty stomach before, I have slept with an 

empty stomach before, you understand? but because they, they are the immediate family 

(unclear) whatever, they wont sleep with that empty stomach, they'll be given food, you 

understand? but my step-mother never do that to me, that is the point you have to know. 

She will insist to give me food, because she have elder sister, elder daughters, they will 

say 'no', you understand what I mean? I'm not saying she put me in the hardship (ph) 

way, but if it were to be her alone I should have been spoiled. You see my point now? 

She was good, to me, another side and then she was bad to me other side. 

 

09:15 

In terms of discipline, was there any (unclear ?thing?) your parents, I mean your parents 

often repeated to you? 

 

Good, yes, it is, my father, (laughs), my father, my, my father (pause) is somebody, he 

said, he always says, (pause) you are very (pause) motivated child. My father used to tell 

me that. But one thing my father, he always tell me, he said, make sure you don't become 

a bad, listen would I'm saying very well, (unclear (language)) that mean, you know, you 

understand what I mean? that’s in my dialect, he say make sure you don't become a bad 

elder, when you grow up, don't become bad man. That’s my father used to tell me, he 

always saying that, and, he used to say that, (unclear (language)) you understand? That 

means 'a bad child grows to become a bad man or father.'  

 

He used to say that all the time. And sometimes, as I'm saying, if I, my father, when he is 

eating, you know back home some of the people don't eat fufu (ph), my father was not 

eating fufu (ph), (unclear), something like that, so, er, when they don't give me food, 

when he's eating, he would give me (unclear) and I come to his room and he give me 

(unclear) but one of my step-(unclear), my sister, sister (unclear), one of my step-brother, 



he will give me big knock on my head, ahh (ph), and I would be crying, and my father 

used to say, I remember, (unclear (language)) if, if somebody does not (unclear - 

?labour?) you, he doesn't feel for you, my father used to tell me that, so (unclear  

(language)) that means if somebody does not (unclear - ?labour?) you, she might not feel 

for you. 

 

11:19 

(unclear) if somebody doesn't give birth to you, they're not able to empathise (interviewee 

speaks at same time) 

 

Yes, yeah, empathise, something like that yes, my father used to tell me all those, and he 

(unclear) 'kwabina (ph) (unclear (language))' and er, I don't think, sometimes I argue with 

people, I don't think, if we said 'spoiled', somebody has spoiled, I think I would have been 

very spoiled, sometimes I use myself, I say, 'If I did not spoil, why should somebody 

spoil?' (pause) you see? (pause). (unclear) children living (pause) (laughs), in, I, (pause) I 

was telling somebody that, pillow, so me today I'm not so bothered, my wife, when she is 

sleeping she want to put pillow like this, I remember when people, the, the corpse, the, 

the dead body, its what you put too much pillow, er, pillow, sleeping on the pillow wasn't 

my priority, I can just sleep without pillow, you see? my wife she said, ah, the childrens' 

pillow is er, you have to go and (unclear), I say hey (ph), you are taking pillow as a 

priority. Me I don't see pillow as a priority to me. As a big man like this I can buy but I 

don't mind, so if I can sleep without pillow, (pause) you know something that I have gone 

through, which has strengthened me, so I'm somebody, I don't look at, [to my things] 

(unclear, (ph)). I just always focus on what can let me go. (pause) you understand? 

 

12:56 

Yeah, hm, wow. Erm, you know you did say something in the Ghanaian dialect which 

means your dad always told you that, 'Kwabina (ph) Eje (ph) I want you to grow up to be 

a good man', has that really helped you? 

 

Of course. [As I've motivated me very well] (ph). It has motivated me. (pause) 

(interviewer speaks at same time) yes.  

 

13:30 

That’s really good, anyway, another thing is, how did you know you had done something 

your parent (ph) did not approve of? 

 

Something that my parent did not approve? 

 

13:31 

Yeah, how did you know, how could you tell, as you were growing up you know, oh (ph), 

the expression on my dad's face or, this is what my dad will say for me to know, I've done 

it wrong. 

 

My father is not alive so, he (interviewer speaks) 

 



13:46 

No, then, when you were growing up. 

 

Then? Oh, I can't remember anything that, what can, yeah, there's nothing, like that. 

 

13:55 

So I would say that him telling you, 'a bad boy grows up to be a bad adult' was one of the 

things. 

 

Oh, yes. Something like that, yes, that’s why I say it has, that word (ph) has strengthened 

my, it has shaping (ph) my lifestyle, it has motivated me. yeah. 

 

14:14 

What do you remember your parents telling you about religion? Did they tell you 

anything about religion? 

 

I was born in, er, I was born in a Catholic home, my father was a Catholic. I remember 

that, my father pass (ph) away, '92 June, and I came to Europe August, '92. Erm, before, 

er, he was suffering with his eyes, my father was old, he was very old, he was about 

ninety-three (93), so, when he became old and he was not able to go to farm at all, and, 

and er, the Pastor, the father, the Roman (ph) Catholic father, the white man, every 

Sunday, comes to our house, and give him er, this communion, that (unclear). I was born 

in Catholic home, so, we used to go to church every Sunday. You understand? And its 

good, and I believe where I was born, or where I was brought up, I still value Catholic, er 

still have Catholic Beliefs, and no (unclear). No, no, nothing. Yeah. 

 

15:20 

Erm, is your step-mum alive? 

 

Yeah, she is. 

 

15:27 

You still in contact with her? 

 

She is, yeah, I do. (pause) 

 

15:32 

Very good (interviewee speaks) 

 

Even I named my, one of my daughters, er, after her, Vitoria (ph) yeah, she's called 

Vitoria (ph) Jakum (ph), so I named my, er, mommy (ph) after her. Yes. 

 

15:44 

Wonderful. Any memories of your grandparents, you said you lived with your, one of 

your (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 



Yeah, my gran-, that is my grand-mum (ph), my mum's mum (ph), I live with her for one 

her, that’s what I was saying, I was telling you earlier on. Yeah. 

 

15:58 

What about your dad's parents, did you ever know (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Naah no (ph) I don't know anybody of my dad's parents. Either his mum, or his father 

(unclear). Even according to my father, his, his father also pass away (unclear) when he 

was kid. My father, there were only two of them. Their mum has two children, two male. 

So, when my father, my father was lucky (pause), he was from poor family (ph) he was 

lucky to be educated because, when he was young a Roman Catholic came to their 

village, and as I young boy, he, as he was going to the church, he, he became a, they 

called them (unclear), they used to (unclear) the father and the church, so through (ph) 

that, the father, my father said the father saw that he's a clever boy see, so my father said 

when he, when he was going to class when he was ten years, (pause) he was old. Yeah. 

He couldn't have gone to school, because (laughs) you know those, those, times, living in 

the village, the parent, they are, its not, it wasn't their priority, either they have it or not, 

its not their, it wasn't their priority, because imagine my father was born eighties (ph), 

(pause) you see, yeah. So, but he, he was lucky, even, I remember he used to tell me, his 

village, there were only two boys of them, who were, who were going to school, so, even 

not that village, they used to, they had the, they have to go, do (unclear), to school, when 

they vacate they come home to the village, when they come, they ask them, everybody, 

the whole village, everybody will come to the village and watch him tell. (interviewer 

laughs) So my father, his first wife, because he was educated, they just give you, the, the 

lady to, to her. (laughs) 

 

17:50 

Very interesting. 

 

Yeah it is. 

 

17:51 

Can you describe a typical family dinner, did you all eat together as a family? 

 

Oh, that was amazing, (laughs) when we were kid, one thing I love is er, we all used to 

eat in one bowl, you know fufu (ph)? Our, our, our, our local dish, big bowl like this, 

then, they would still share the food, maybe four boys, they will still share the food in one 

bowl. You know fufu (ph)? It’s like ljima (ph) or whatever, so, your, your part is this, my 

part is this, they will share, and they will put everybody's meat or fish on each one. So, 

(laughs) I was youngest back then, so, one of my step-brothers, when we are eating, he 

will use his fingers to go under mine, before you finish you will see yours and under its, 

there's a big hole under it (laughs). (interviewer laughs) (pause) So, as today, let me tell 

you, can ask my wife she'll tell you, I don't like to eat with too much soup or steam (ph), 

'cos I'm used to, 'cos imagine big family, sometimes the soup is not enough, but enough 

to manage to eat it, when you eat and you said oh your soup has finished, (unclear) the 

bowl is, is finished, what are you going to get. So me, (pause) my wife, when she make 



fufu (ph) my soup is small, I'm been trained so, (pause) I remember when I went to 

Accra, er, when I went holidays last time, that was last year, we went to Toba (ph), 

restaurant, and they bringing me fufu (ph) with soup, you know (unclear) they see like a 

(unclear) they bring, I order fufu (ph) they bring soup and I call the lady, I say 'oh, my 

Madame (ph) , the soup is to much', I say, 'oh, why?' Then, she brought me a bowl, and I 

pour all the soup, left small, say 'oh, nyurah (ph)', that is, nyurah (ph) means oh mister, 

'why?', I said 'Madame (ph), that is the way I was brought up, I don't eat with too much of 

soup.' 'Oh', she said 'ey (ph), you from abroad, why?', I say yes, that’s the way I was 

brought up, so up to today, today I'm talking to you, you are interview me, I can't eat fufu 

(ph) with too much soup, there should be no soup on it, when I take it I just make it like 

this, I eat (pause), my wife, me and my wife sometimes we used to fight, because she will 

take fufu (ph) and take soup like this; 

 

20:22 

You mean she scoops it? 

 

Yeah, scoops it, with, with the soup, with a lot of it in the palm, into the mouth. But me, I 

will just take it and make it like this. So that’s how. (interviewer speaks) 

 

20:33 

But I'm sure during that you, both of you used to have fun about it. 

 

Yes, when we are eating, when we are eating, it’s very nice when we are eating together. 

Very, very nice. So, that’s what I'm saying, when I'm eating with my wife we fight 

because she will put too much soup on it, I don't like it that way, and she will be 

moaning, you know, she will be, like 'ow, why, why we do we,' you see what I mean, so 

sometimes she will give me my food, she will take her food. 

 

21:05 

Good. Erm, did you ever get to do any of the cooking? 

 

Oh yeah. Yes. Sometimes, I cook, erm, not the family, the whole family dinner 

(interviewer speaks) but in, 

 

21:17 

Why? 

 

No, they, you know back home they won’t let you, no, I don't mean, are you asking me 

about when, my childhood or? 

 

21:25 

Back home, yeah 

 

Yeah, no, they don't allow you boy to cook, no, because the guests (ph) are always doing 

that. Your duty is to come and [pound (ph) the fufu (ph)] that’s what I was telling you. 

You understand? They will, for the cooking they wont let you do, and, whatever, they 



wont let you do, but make sure after cooking, the women, peeling the cassava (ph) the 

plantain, boiling (ph) it, making the soup, after they bring the this thing, the wood, mortar 

(ph) you come and pound (ph) it, that’s your duty, for cooking, no, but I know how to 

cook, because when we come, we used to go to school, go and break and come, two times 

in the day, that was my time, that’s how, its not like your time, you just go and finish 

once. We close, we go morning, eight-forty-five (8:45), we close, eleven-forty-five 

(11:45) we come home, then we go, another, twelve forty-five (12:45), when you come 

you have to cook, make your own food, for that time maybe your mum is at er, market, or 

your, nobody's there, so you have to cook yourself. So, I know how to cook very well. 

 

22:28 

So, what were your favourite foods? 

 

My favourite food. Erm, what do you mean by favourite food? Er the food that I used to 

like, it is rice, but, the rice wasn't an abundant, it wasn't, so, maybe, that’s what I was 

saying, if your sister cook rice for the boyfriend, and you get some to eat you are happy, 

(interviewer laughs) but the daily food was fufu (ph), maybe 365 days, in the evening, 

that is the only food you eat. If you don't eat fufu (ph) in the evening, they will say, 

maybe you eat other, other food, other (unclear) but they don't classify it as you have 

eaten, that, that evening, you know what I mean? Because it’s a traditional food. If there's 

something happening in the house, funeral, somebody die or whatever, (unclear) fufu 

(ph) prepare its have a time, if something (unclear) in the house, you don't prepare fufu 

(ph), you go to the market buy, (unclear) to eat, oh, the elders they will say, no food, we 

didn't eat today. So, I can say they fufu (ph) was the favourite because, that was the, the, 

but I did like rice, but, you, you, its hard to get rice to eat, once in the blue moon, (laughs) 

(interviewer laughs) because its a, it was expensive, your parent wont use er, not, much 

money to buy, you have to buy a lot of rice to cook for the whole, we were, we were 

many. Its a fortune to cook rice in that big family, so, the easiest way, because you get the 

cassava (ph) from the farm free, plantain, the pepe (ph) (pause) even there was a small, 

small pepe (ph) like this, we were not buying them, we just got behind your house, we 

just, but today when I went to Accra (ph) they are selling in the market, they used to call 

(unclear) small, small pepe (ph), nobody was buying, nobody was selling. 

 

24:23 

Can you describe how family gatherings were celebrated in your family, like Christmas, 

Easter? 

 

Oh yes, yes, that was yeah, I can describe it. The Christmas, aye (ph), even your, your 

family who are in Accra (ph), Kumasi (ph), in the cities they will all come to the village, 

and you, you, you celebrated, that is the time, you eat, a chicken. (interviewer laughs) 

(pause) Yes. (pause) That is the time you eat a chicken. The whole year, you may not be 

able to eat chicken, when I was, my childhood I'm talking about my childhood. The 

whole year, 365 days, you won’t be able to eat chicken, (pause) (unclear) that very fateful 

(ph) day, the Christmas Day or whatever, yes. 

 

25:11 



So, you did you also used to dress up and then go to the relatives for money (interviewee 

speaks) 

 

Oh yeah yeah yeah, we used to dress up and go and then they give us er, biscuit, that the, 

there was biscuits called crackers (ph), [round round one] (ph), then we take a thread and 

we make it like a necklace, we put in our neck, then we are moving around, yes I 

remember all those things. 

 

25:35 

That was much fun wasn't it? 

 

Too much fun, too much, more than even today. I was enjoying that kind of life, but, still, 

life have to go on. Need to yes. 

 

25:46 

Right. We want to go to your higher education. 

 

Good 

 

25:49 

What did you study in the secondary school? 

 

I did business, accounting, economics, yes, I did business, you know business what I 

mean, yeah. That’s what I did, yeah. 

 

26:00 

Which of them did you really enjoy? 

 

Oh, accounting, and economics, you know economics is a reading subject, if you, if you 

have time to read you understand very well. My favourite subject was economics when I 

was secondary level. And er, History. 

 

26:15 

And which secondary school was that? 

 

Ah, Munivari (ph) secondary school at the Western Region, that’s where I started, but 

because of financial problem, it was  boarding (ph), I just drop off then came to Accra 

(ph), there was a school called er, city (ph) er (unclear) school, city secondary business 

college (ph) at a cut price (ph), that’s where I did my O-level. 

 

26:36 

Oh, (pause) I know (unclear) school, (pause) wow, this is bringing a lot of beautiful 

memories to me as well. Wonderful. Tell me about your experiences finding work when 

you left school. 

 



Oh, in fact I can tell you the truth, when I left school, I didn't search for any job, oh, I got 

idea just to, (pause) in fact when I finished school, very fortunate for me, my step-

brother, my step-sister was now abroad by then that was nineteen, er, eighty-eight (1988), 

my step-sister was in abroad in Germany, so, even when I was in school, it came to me 

that I will come to abroad, I will just come to abroad and just come to abroad, so I 

remember nineteen-(unclear), she came, and by then I had started, I started er, selling 

cigarette, as I am telling you, so she came and he (ph) said why don't you go to your step-

sister's in fact,  I will go to your school again, said, if you want to go, now I am ready to 

help you. I said no, I won’t go. My aim is to go to, abroad. Because you know those days, 

when somebody from abroad come, you know they drive their car, and then, you have the 

feeling also too. So that was my aim, if, you understand me, so, she said ok, when I go I 

will see to it. That means she went and then, she helped me (pause) that’s why I came to 

Europe, 1992. 

 

28:06 

Ok, so was it only cigarettes you sold, or there was something else (interviewee speaks at 

same time) 

 

Yeah, I was selling cigarette and cassette, so, I've, I've, I've stand on the roadside before, 

yeah, yeah, even after doing my O-level. I didn't bother. Yes. 

 

28:23 

It sounds like naturally, you're a business person (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

That’s why I say, my step-mum, my step-mother was a business woman, she was a fish 

monger, she was selling fish so for selling, that is my passion, yeah, business, yeah. 

 

28:36 

Wonderful. So, the very first time you went out, to sell things, you know, like do the 

marketing, on your own, what, how, I'm sure the amount you got you had plans for them, 

how did you spend the first money you got (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

For myself or for (interviewer speaks at same time) 

 

28:54 

Yourself. 

 

Myself, oh the first time, when I finished form five, when, when I was doing my O-level, 

there was a guy, there was a, this, kinda (ph), a small kiosk in front of me, one lady who 

was, I've taken her as my, my, my, my, what do you call it, my, my (unclear) yeah? She 

is action lady (ph), and the husband was working with Ghana Airways, and er, 

sometimes, when I'm from school, when I come back, she will ask me to help her in the 

kiosk. So, when I finish I was sitting there, you know we just finish, sitting there, so 

there, there was a guy who used to go around and supply cigarette, to those kinda (ph) er, 

people who are selling in the areas. So, one time the guy came and said oh (unclear) 

(unclear section), I want to sell some of the cigarette.  



 

He said, 'do you have money?', I said no. I don't have money. And let me tell you what, I 

was having (unclear), (unclear), and er, I didn't go, go into the er, the cigarette (unclear), I 

travelled from Accra (ph) to Takwade (ph) to buy soap. They used to call it Azuma (ph), 

Azuma (ph) or whatever, that small, hard soap, and I brought it and I sell it, and I get 

some more money, then when the guy came I gave him the money, he gave me, he just 

gave me two cartons (ph) of cigarette. Two cartons (ph) of cigarette. Then, when I go to 

the ladies who sell around, I just give, I maybe, I give you two packets. Then tomorrow, 

the next day I come and take my money. Then I start like that, like that. Then it was 

going, going, then, all of a sudden, I see that there was a guy (unclear) even before I was 

coming to Europe I was owing that man, that man, er, seventy (ph) (unclear) by then. He, 

now, he used to give me boxes, then I'd sell it. But when I was coming, when it came to 

that, my sister sent me money to go and apply for my visa and stuff like that, I stopped 

the business, because, then I have to put the little money that I have also into it, to pay the 

visa money and the passport and stuff like that. So, I stop it, I was not going to the market 

again. And er, I was owing, up to date, I am owing that man, but I can't trace him, 

seventy (ph) thousand (ph) (unclear) by then. It was big money. And it has been my 

passion that, when ever, I will make sure, because they used to sell at er, er, (unclear 

name) Park (ph), (unclear), and er, any time I be going to Ghana, all the time I go and 

look there, I don't see him, and I don't know where he was living as well. 

 

31:48 

You're willing to pay him. (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, why not. Even to give him more. More, more, more, more, 

(interviewer speaks at same time) 

 

31:53 

That’s very kind of you (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

More, yes, more. 

 

 

Part B 0017 

 

00:00 

Thank you. Now we're going to come in to the UK. You've talked about coming to Europe 

at a particular time, but when did you come to the UK, why did you come, and what 

hopes did you have? 

 

Er, you know, during eighties, nineties, I don't know much about other African countries 

but in Ghana, every youngster (ph) who want to go abroad is targetting Germany, 

because, because Germany was then by, no, we knew England but oh, (unclear), oh, 

people come to England, because people go to Germany they come and they build house, 

they come home, bring cars, but somebody may come to UK, may be twenty years never 

come back home. (interviewer laughs) So, we have the, the idea that coming to er, UK, is 



something that is not good for er, a youngster who want to make life, because in my own 

village, there was a, people who came to UK, back then, before I was coming, maybe 

thirty years, they haven't even visit back, back then. So, the youngsters in Ghana back 

then, everybody was targetting Germany, Holland, Belgium, these countries, to go. So, 

that’s why I targetted to go to, and very, it was lucky, my sister was in Germany also. 

 

01:18 

Ok, so from Germany, when did you come to (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

I came here, er, seventh of July, er, 2007 (two thousand and seven). That’s when I landed 

UK. 

 

01:28 

Why did you come to the UK? 

 

Good, er, when I went to Germany, er, in fact, I found out that, you know, the language 

barrier, (pause) so now, I've been to Europe and I've, I used to watch the CNN (ph) and 

then there was a, sorry (ph), a channel in Germany called er, BBC world. I mean so, 

when I look at (unclear), I didn't want to listen to Germany news, or other CNN (ph) or 

BBC world just to, I was very, I was very, in, into, just, very happy to hear language that 

I can understand, so I, I aimed at, then I will come to UK. At least, I will be able to 

communicate easy and I will be able to work easy, yes. 

 

02:20 

Did you come alone? 

 

Yes. Er, ok, when I was coming there was a guy, a Ghanaian man who used to live in 

Holland which I know is a family friend. He was married to, a Dutch lady, and she was a, 

she was holding a Dutch passport, that man, Brad (ph) George (ph), so, I called him I said 

Brad (ph) George (ph) I want to come to UK, and sometimes when I was Germany, he 

used to come to Germany, visit us, so he used to come here because he was having a 

Holland passport he used to just come and visit people and go so, he was telling me that, 

oh, its better to go to Britain, and even one thing, the reason why I was coming, I said, ah, 

I will be able to go to school. Because, when I called home I said (unclear) one of my 

class mate, oh, er, Charles (ph), Charles (ph) is in university, then I said what? Then I 

will come here. And some guy says here when you come, you can go to school, so my 

aim was coming to further my education, yes, so but when I came in I found that its not 

easy. School fees and immigration status or whatever. It will, it will hinder you to pursue 

your education, and er, as I'm saying, even those days, if you come and meet a good 

person, could have directed you, good way, without all this thing too. But there was no 

good, er, guardians. We all [fall a victim] (ph) to the working in the warehouse and stuff 

like that. 

 

04:00 

So, who were your initial impressions of the UK? 

 



My initial impression, just as I have said, told you that, I wanted to come, and schooling, 

and then I will get better job, but when I came I found out it wasn't like that. 

 

04:17 

What about the people, and the places? 

 

Oh, the one thing I did like when I first got here is, communication, easy to talk to 

anybody, but in Germany it was hard to talk to people. Sometimes some Germans, they 

understand English, you ask them, they will tell you, er, they will tell you 'tutulite' (ph), 

'tutulite' (ph) means 'I'm sorry.' A German who tell you he, you may ask for directions, 

and they might know place cannot tell you, Ish-tutulite (ph), I'm sorry, then he moves, or 

she moves on, you see, so, when I first came here, oh, I was very relieved because of the, 

er, communication. I was very relieved, yeah. 

 

05:07 

Like you say, communication is very important to moving on. So, what do you remember 

about that particular day you came, any special memory you have? 

 

Ok, when I, when I first came, I er, we got to Victoria (ph), we came by coach. Let me 

tell you what because those days we have to come, you need to have an ID (ph) and it 

was a very lucky, a boy, maybe I might be older than him, but we were the same height, 

the, I think the aunty has adopted him, and he was having Dutch passport. So that guy, 

who I'm talking about took me to their (ph) house and they, we printed (ph) and he gave 

me the passport so when I was coming I was having that passport, as mine. We were 

looking alike. It was very fortunate, that’s why I came in. (pause) Because, I was not able 

to use my passport, (pause) the one I, I took it to Germany, to come here, because there 

wasn't any visa in. Yes. 

 

06:13 

Ok, wow. Now, we want you to describe settling down. Did you have anyone helping you, 

like social networks, when you came? 

 

Good, good, that’s why I'm saying, during those days, things were not too hard like 

today. So, and also, I do know one of my village mates, he was here, he is now in US 

now, so when I came, ok, I got cousins, not direct cousins, like neighbours, village 

neighbours, they are in London, so, they are the people I came to live with for about one 

month. Then, the same village member who was living in Luton asked me to come down 

here. So I came and lived with him and then those days, we just go, come and go to, er 

where do you call it, er, agent, and then go and find job. And then that’s where we, we, 

and as you live in, you know your way out, that’s (unclear), we are also today, er, 

member of the society. 

 

07:23 

So, when you came, you, the, you didn't settle in Luton? 

 

No, I first came to London. 



 

07:30 

London, so when exactly did you come to Luton? 

 

Oh, we, London January, then I came here, march, that was two-oh-seven. (2007) 

 

07:40 

Where did you first live? 

 

In Hackney, London. 

 

07:44 

I mean in Luton. 

 

In Luton, oh, when I first came to Luton, there was a road called Cromwell (ph) road. 

Bury Park (ph) there, 69, that’s where my, my cousin, I mean my cousin was living, 

that’s so where, that’s where we were living, yeah. 

 

08:01 

And how did it feel like, the place? 

 

Well, I was happy because, he was a young man like me, we were living, we were eating 

together, (unclear) together. 

 

08:11 

Ok, so I can tell language wasn't a barrier for you, was a big relief (interviewee speaks at 

same time) 

 

No, no, no, no, relieved, for me to, because, its good to, to be able to communicate with 

people, understand what people are saying, you understand what, you understand? Yes. 

 

08:31 

Good. Can you describe a typical day for you, now, like when you wake up in the 

morning, typical day, what do you do? 

 

Good. When I wake up in the morning, just go, when I wake up in the morning go my 

(unclear) er, my (unclear) house, or my toilet do whatever I do I come have my, after 

washing, call my family, we pray before I take them to school. 

 

08:59 

And your activities, friends (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Then from there, take my children to school, then we go to er, work, after that, if er, if 

there, if there's any social gathering I make sure, my business is first. That will be close 

(ph) of my business. 

 



09:20 

And whereabout do you have your, your shop? Where do you have your shop? 

 

Where? 

 

09:28 

Yes, where about is your shop because you have a business (interviewee speaks at same 

time) 

 

Yes, at Bury Park (ph). 

 

09:34 

Bury Park (ph). What do you do? 

 

Oh, er, I do, hair products and cosmetics, er, with er, my wife, (unclear) hairdressing as 

well. 

 

09:45 

Ok, and how long have you had that (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Oh I've had that shop since 2001, February, second, so, almost er nine years now, yeah, 

eight, eight years from march. 

 

10:02 

And looking back on when you started, and now, what’s the progression like? 

 

It is, it is, because we just started somewhere, and er, if I, I might say, I've, I can say that 

I've, I've, for the period of nine years, or eight, eight to nine years, I've make a very, very 

big impact in my lifestyle, because that business have (pause) let me achieve my goals in 

lifestyle. Whatever I plan to do, (pause), and then, let me tell you what, my aim of, I don't 

know other African people, and I don't know other people also, but to me, my aim of 

coming to Europe, to make life, so, I decided to make sure, where, that’s why I've said, I 

always remember where I come from, so I make sure, the reason why I came, I do it. The 

business has helped me, er, not even the business, er, I can say my wife have helped me a 

lot. She has been the bone behind, she, she has been contributing a lot. She has been, 

(unclear) than me, because, she, she, she, put more, er, er, er, contribution in the business 

than me, because, what she does in a day is more than what I do. Just by that I mean that 

I'm the founder, I'm the initiator, I'm the, I'm the, I'm the proprietor whatever, but she 

brings a lot, to the business, and to the house as well, because, as I'm saying, the business 

has help us to achieve our aim, of life. You understand? Yes.  

 

We've been able to build our own house, back home, massive house, we've been able to 

er, been able to almost finish our twenty-bedroom hotel, almost, almost, almost 

completed. So, that is, that’s all man need. We don't need anything (pause) yeah. That’s 

why I was saying God, God said he created men in his own image, you understand? So, 

we've been doing well, we've been doing well, because its not easy, a lot of people been 



doing business, and tomorrow, the next year or whatever, they just give up. We've been 

going, we've been going through hard times, but we've been able to maneuver. 

 

12:45 

Good. Do you participate in any social community groups? 

 

Oh, social community groups like, er, what do you mean? 

 

12:54 

Is there any like, business men in Luton, (unclear) similar things (interviewee speaks at 

same time)? 

 

No, no, no, no. 

 

13:02 

Any, association (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

No, no. 

 

13:05 

You don't. 

 

No, I don't. 

 

13:07 

Why? 

 

Oh, its not a, this, its not a, its like, I don't say, I have never come across any, er, 

organisation or something like that, er, to, for me to join (ph). I know most of the Asians, 

they have this, er, kind of things but you know, its, its, its, its the ethnic background and 

the ethnic boundaries, you understand? Er it’s like, as you are saying, in Africans, we 

could have done it ourselves, but we don't do it, so its look like, it looks like everybody is 

independent. 

 

13:47 

So, if, given that opportunity would you like (interviewee speaks at same time) to start 

something? 

 

Why not? Yes, yes, its good, because one thing I have noticed in this country, this 

country, (pause) you need, mobilisation, people come together with idea, its more 

recognised than individual taking things by themselves. They don't see it like that. That’s 

the culture, and then the culture in this country we are living. Its good for me and you 

come together and say we are setting this up, and you'll be, you'll be, you'll be, you'll be, 

you'll be listened to, then, say, one person want to do something. You see? 

 

14:28 



Good, so, what new and different things did you learn in the UK? 

 

New, and different things I've learned in the UK. I don't think there is too much new, to 

me, because, as I, I was telling you, when I finished school, I started to do business by 

selling cigarette, and by selling cigarette on the roadside, within short time I make, big 

impact. I was able, when my friends, even my own sister, because, my elder sister, she 

was, I was saying that we were living in Pigfarm (ph), that was a community house, I was 

able to rent a (unclear) in (unclear place name) before I was coming here. I'm somebody, 

if I want to do this, I'll do it, and I'll go in. I remember when I started to sell cigarette, not 

(pause), some of my friends we were selling cigarette, some days they won’t go, every 

day I will go. Every day I will go to roadside and sell. [That is me] (ph). Every day. 

 

15:44 

Which means you were very determined. 

 

That’s it. Not even one single day in, when I started selling cigarette, I didn't go to 

roadside to sell. Every day I'll go to roadside and sell. 

 

15:59 

Tell me how you think things have changed since you moved in to Luton. 

 

Oh, (pause) things have changed, (pause), oh (laughs), I don't see anything have changed, 

because, life is how you make it. Where ever you are, and you want to make it you can 

make it. It doesn't matter where ever you go. Then I, that’s why I was, the other day I was 

telling somebody, me, even, what I am today, even if I'm, I was, I would have lived in 

Ghana today (unclear). I've told you that the ex-president's wife, I knew her personally. 

There was one guy, (pause) maybe you didn't follow Ghana politics, er, he's called Andy-

Appiah-Kubi (ph), he was a junior minister. So, when I came to Europe, then I heard that 

Andy-Appiah-Kubi (ph) is a junior minister, I could have been er, somebody, because, 

I'm somebody I always want to do something. We were, I was involving (ph). You know 

92, that’s when Ghana politics started in, after oh, (unclear) and er, coup d'etat, but 

before, even you were in Ghana, you didn't know when the ban was lifted, it was lifted 

eighteenth, eighteenth May 1992, when the, the ban on Ghana politics was lifted. You 

understand? But it was very unfortunate, I just left, after couple of month. I'm very, very 

determined and forceful. 

 

17:45 

Does it mean you would have loved to be in politics? 

 

Surely. At least (pause) organiser. (interviewer laughs) (interviewee laughs) Not the MP, 

at least organiser. 

 

17:58 

I'm sure you'd have been very good at it (interviewee talks at same time) 

 



Oh, I am. I'm very, very, er, I'm very, very outspoken. And, er, I'm somebody, that’s what 

I see myself, a lot of my friends say, Rikki (ph) (unclear) Rikki (ph) talk (unclear), that is 

my, my (unclear) my, my, my (unclear). you know, yes. I can talk, and I, I can tell you I 

can convince you. (interviewer laughs) Yes. (laughs) So that’s what I'm saying, maybe, at 

least, I could have been a, an organiser, (laughs) not to the, (laughs) MP or minister or a 

(unclear) organiser. 

 

18:35 

Very good to know. What type of work did you find here, and how did you find that, the 

first job you found in the UK? 

 

UK, when I first came. Erm, it was good for me, when I first came, we went to agency, 

we used to work in Milton Keynes (ph) this kind of meat factory, we used to go and 

come, then, very lucky, I got first cleaning job I got, I got, supervisor, yeah, because the 

women saw me, said you are very active. I want you to be a supervisor, at a B&Q (ph) 

(unclear) yeah, and then, I was a supervisor there, then, from there, the, little by little I 

got job at a, there's a company called T&D (ph) we, we were doing, er, bumpers for 

Vauxhall. So two thousand when Vauxhall shut, then, I got another job (pause) then, but 

before then my wife has come so, and I said, (unclear) it wasn't my aim to set up 

business, er, er, me going to the business, but I, I rather that I can do business which can 

help me, than working somewhere. So, my aim was to get place for my wife to do 

hairdressing only. So, I rather that I can also help, put my own (unclear) there, to help, so 

that we get a, at, at least, small family business. 

 

20:17 

When did your wife join you in the UK? 

 

Er, she came, I came here 97, she came 99. Yeah. 

 

20:27 

Very good. Was there a moment you thought things are so different here than where you 

came from (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

In Germany? Oh, that’s why I said that the difference was the language, yeah, Germany I 

was working I was getting money, yeah, and, yeah, but and also the, the other part of the 

difference is the social life, you understand? because, and also Germany I was alone, 

going to work, coming home, you understand? no where, there was nobody with me, no 

partner whatever, yes. 

 

20:59 

So, comparing the weather between here and Germany, how different was it? 

 

The weather, no, Europe (ph) is the same (laughs) its the same. Somebody say Germany, 

its cold out there, I say its not that cold, its (unclear), its, its the same, yes, maybe unless 

you go to the North Pole, that’s where you can experience the differences or, the 

Scandinavia, but the Europe is the same. If somebody tell you Germany is, I don't know, 



here could have been, even here is island, it should have been cooler than Germany. But 

people used to say that, but I don't see the difference. I live in Germany five years but 

(pause) the same. When its goes to minus (ph) five here, and it goes to minus (ph) five in 

Germany, it’s the same. So, what’s the difference? (laughs) 

 

21:45 

How do you keep in touch with people back home, do you do that? 

 

I do, regularly, yes. Even this morning I was speaking to my sister, even when you came 

I was on the phone talking to one of my sisters. Yeah. 

 

21:57 

The interview is gradually coming to an end. (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Thank you. 

 

22:01 

I want to ask this. What do you miss most about your home country, Ghana? 

 

Oh, I'm intent (ph) to go, for the next couple of years, to go back home. 

 

22:12 

For good. 

 

Yes, er, I'm intent (ph) to go, at least.  Er, I've almost achieved my aim, so what else do I 

need here? (pause) What else? That’s me. (pause) I've almost achieved my aim, in the 

life. What else do I need here? What else do I, for living here, doesn't make any 

difference, I have to enjoy my fruit (ph), that’s all, so I have just a few years to go, 

another couple of years or a few years, yes, yes, I'm intent (ph) to go, and that is positive, 

and nobody can, I'm more determined, nobody can, er, apart from my, my this thing (ph), 

yeah. 

 

23:04 

So I would say that coming to the UK, or maybe in Europe and then, and Germany to UK 

has really helped to shape your aim (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

Yes, for that one I would say that, yes. You never know but, still no, you, I never know or 

you never know but I still I've seen that coming to Germany, to UK has also shaped my 

life, and, that, and then I felt (ph), its the UK who shaped my life, or Germany, (laughs) I 

have shaped my life, yes, yes, I don't think the UK can shape somebody's life, neither 

Germany or neither USA or whatever, its you, you, you determine to shape your life. 

That’s what I believe, yes. Because, a lot of us, came here and do every, what ever they 

want to do. Some people came, and sell drugs (ph), that's their aim, (pause) not over here, 

in, in other European country, Germany where I was, a lot of women go and make 

prostitute (pause) you understand?, and out of that they can also shape their life by, out of 



that they can able to build house, whatever, what I'm doing, you understand? so, (laughs) 

that’s how life is. 

 

24:31 

And when I go back to what you said, life is what you make it. 

 

Exactly. 

 

24:37 

And, there is always a negative (interviewee speaks at same time) and positive. 

 

And positive. 

 

24:41 

And you chose (pause) (interviewee speaks) positive. 

 

One, (unclear), yes. 

 

24:46 

Wonderful. So, what was the most important thing in your life before you came to Luton? 

 

Important things in my life? 

 

24:55 

Before you moved to Luton. 

 

(pause) I don't get the question very well. 

 

25:00 

Let’s say was there any particular thing you were doing, that was like, oh, this is very 

important to me, that I have to go to, (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

hmmm (ph), not precisely, not precisely. 

 

25:12 

Right, now, living in Luton, what is most important to you, and why? 

 

The most important to me, living in Luton is my family, and my business, yes. 

 

25:28 

Ok, (pause), why, if I may ask? 

 

Yes, because, they are my priority, they are my first priority. My family and my business. 

If my family is not there, the business is not there, if the business is not there, the family 

is not there. They go hand to hand, you understand? The business is helping the family, 



and the family is also helping the business. So that is the most important things in, in 

Luton. 

 

26:02 

Thank you so much (interviewee speaks) 

 

You're welcome. 

 

26:03 

Uncle Rikki (ph), its been a pleasure talking to you, and (interviewee speaks at same 

time) 

 

It’s a pleasure to talk to you too. 

 

26:09 

I'm sure this communication has brought a lot of memories back to you, and which of 

them did you really enjoy talking about? 

 

Oh, about, my childhood. (laughs) Yes, about my childhood, yes. (interviewer speaks at 

same time) 

 

26:26 

Thank you so much (interviewee speaks at same time) 

 

As I said I used to pound fufu (ph) that’s what, er, one thing, and er, if God help me, and 

I go home, and that’s what I'm going to (pause) demonstrate on.  (pause) Forcing children 

to, even just a (unclear) food (ph) you eat, a child will get tired, very, very tired. Have 

you pound (ph) fufu (ph) before? 

 

26:51 

Yes. 

 

No, I don't think you have pound (ph) fufu (ph) the way, I did. 

 

 

End of Interview 


