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Interviewer: Today is the 09th of June 2017, I am interviewing you in regard of Francophone 

African Oral History project in Birmingham. Good Morning! 

Interviewee: Good Morning. 

Interviewer: Can you tell us your name please? 

Interviewee: My first name is Blaise; my last name is Isay.  

Interviewer: How do you spell your last name?  

Interviewee: Hum, my last name! I for India, S for shar, A for Alpha, and Y for Yanki. 

Interviewer: Where were you born and When? 

Interviewee: Umm, I was born in Congo, a part of Congo, there is a City called Kikwit; it is in 

Congo DRC.  I was born 1986, which is the 6th of May 1986. 

Interviewer: Can you tell us about your family, your Daddy, your Mom, your Siblings, and 

what your Dad was doing? 

Interviewee: When I was young in Kikwit, in province, in DRC; my Dad used to be a farmer, 

my Mom was a student, was studying you know!  That’s exactly what my Dad was doing, a 

farmer.  After my mom finished her studies, they got married, and we all lived together, my 

dad continued to be a farmer till we moved to the capital of Congo, Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: How many brothers and Sisters do you have? 

Interviewee: Thank you, I have got umm, Alody, Nadege, Forgive which 4 sisters and 3 

brothers: Eness, Maglow and Lord, three brothers Yeah. 

Interviewer: Okay, how old were you when you moved to Kinshasa? 

Interviewee: I was on first year of secondary school, I was about 12 or 12 and half years old, 

that’s when I moved to Kinshasa with my parents.  My parents bought a land in Kinshasa, and 

we moved all together, I was very young. 

Interviewer: Okay, talking about education, when did you start your primary education?  If 

you can describe your school and the name of the school. 

Interviewee: My primary one was in Kikwit, like I said before, in Bandundu province in DRC, I 

studied my primary school there, particularly in the city called Kikwit, I studied all my primary 

school there, and all my secondary school started in Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: Can you describe a typical school day? 

Interviewee: You meant in primary school? 



Interviewer: Yes. 

Interviewee: All the time you know, when we were young, my dad was a farmer, you know, 

the life was very, very difficult, we used to go to the forest with my dad, I used to go to a big 

sea, you understand! I would go to the water, in Lingala, in French we call it pêche, to pêche. 

Interviewer: The fishing. 

Interviewee: Yeah, the fishing, I used to go fishing and sell the fish.  When parents send you 

to school and they don’t have enough money, yourself, you need to be brave and go fishing, 

when you find fish and go sell it to the nearest village; very hard life, very, very hard story, it 

was not easy.  We would go to school, you see your trouser, not good, your shoes are 

damaged because of lack of possibilities, my dad did not have enough money, so, we struggled 

a lot at that time, sometimes you go to school and sometimes you don’t go to school, your 

parents don’t afford, they don’t have money to send you at school.  My parents were very, 

very, because my dad stopped at secondary school, and any money my dad had he would give 

it to me to go to school. 

It was very hard, we would go to forest, and we will see snakes, we would see all those stuff, 

and all people in the village know the value of the forest, it was very, very hard to live in the 

village, it wasn’t easy. 

Interviewer: How far was the school from where you were living? 

Interviewee: It was really, really very far, from your village to school, it would take you about 

2 hours to go there, and you would be walking in the forest for that 2 hours, you don’t even 

have slippers, you don’t have shoes, you just walking without shoes till you reach school, 

almost 2 hours to get to school, very, very hard, and you would see mountains, you would 

grouping with your friends you know, you go together.  Sometimes, you carry your foods, you 

understand? Whenever you see, you hungry or whatever, you just see down somewhere, 

relaxing a bit, eat your food, and then walking again.  No car, no bike, nothing at all, just 

walking for 2 hours, it was very hard. 

Interviewer: That school had a name? 

Interviewee: The school name was Saint Makila, that village was outside Kikwit.  Kikwit is a 

city but where I used to study, you have to go far for 2 hours by walking; Saint Makila is very 

far from there.  That school was very, very local one, it’s not like the best school, where I used 

to study; local one, and then the fees was very cheaper because my dad was poor you know, 

you know what I mean? He was a farmer. 

Interviewer: What was the name of the village where the school was? 

Interviewee: Ngembumu, that where my parents were born, my mom and dad were born 

there: Ngembumu; “laugh”. 

Interviewer: Ngembumu. 

Interviewee: Yeah that village was Ngembumu.  Me I was born in Kikwit, my dad was born in 

Ngembumu, mom was born in Ngembumu, and they moved from Ngembumu to Kikwit, yeah. 



Interviewer: Your secondary education, you studied in Kinshasa. 

Interviewee: Yes, we came in Kinshasa when my dad “buy” a land, bought a land, I mean.  I 

started my secondary school till I finished. That school is umm, everyone who lived in Kinshasa 

should know it, that school name is “Cité de Yolo Sud” it’s in Yolo Sud and Yolo Nord, in 

kalamu but my school is in Yolo Sud. 

Interviewer: You were living were? 

Interviewee: I was living in Yolo Sud, on the same area that school was, I was living there with 

my parents, about 5 minutes’ walk to school, I just lived around there, that’s my area in 

Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: Can you describe the typical day at school? 

Interviewee: You know, school was very, very good, and umm, the first year there, I didn’t 

choose when I started school, first year, second year and third year, then I chose” umm what 

is emm” teaching, I wanted to be a teacher.  Teacher was good, and it was quite hard because 

at that time I could speak Lingala very good, because in the capital people speak Lingala, and 

where I came from, we speak Kikongo, I’m very good in Kikongo because that’s my only 

language, and then when I came there, apart from French, French is the international official 

language.  When I came there, I could not speak Lingala, and people, because I was new, they 

started calling me Kikwit.   

The friends around because they know you are from the village, they started joking on me, 

you know, they would call me Kikwit, I would say “my name is not Kikwit, my name is Blaise, 

you understand?  Teacher was good, what I used to do, I would speak more in French because 

speak in French everyone would understand you but Kikongo not everybody understands.  I 

have to learn Lingala as well, but all my friends were calling me Kikwit, instead of calling me 

Blaise, they would call me Kikwit, I would be like “Oh my God don’t call me Kikwit my name is 

Blaise, you know, making kind of joke because I am from village, you know what I mean umm.  

Teacher was good, and then I integrated good at school, I finish my school there, and I decided 

to go UNIKIN CAMPUS in Kinshasa, number one University in the Congo. 

Interviewer: can you describe how did you spend your free time? 

Interviewee: You mean when I was in Kinshasa? 

Interviewer: Yes, for example in secondary school, on holidays. 

Interviewee: During all my holidays when I was in Kinshasa, I would go back to my village to 

help my grandparents, we would go to the forest, what that’s it called umm “kolona ba 

ndunda”, helping them you know, sometimes go for fishing because I love more village than 

Kinshasa, that’s where I was born and where I grew up. 

If I decide to stay in Kinshasa, what I would do, umm we had in Kinshasa, kind of a shop in 

front of the house in French they say “vivre frais” we had it in front of the house, I am always 

there selling. 

Interviewer: Frozen food. 



Interviewee: Frozen food yeah! You know what I mean, so, we sell it, sometimes help my 

parents go to shopping, and sister go to shopping.  You know that area called umm Kinseso in 

Kinshasa, one of my family lived there, they have like Mangos, and many kinds of fruits in the 

house.  I would go there, get mangos in their house, go over the tree get mangos.  I would live 

there for two or three days, and get mangos, bring it to Yolo where I lived, that’s what I used 

to do. 

Interviewer: The frozen food was your family business? 

Interviewee: Yeah family business, that’s my mom and dad; not a big one but just a small one, 

we put Thomson, and all that people like eating in Kinshasa. 

Interviewer: Did you play any sport? 

Interviewee: Sport yeah, we used to play football in my avenue but, my main sport was Judo, 

you know I’m good in Judo, I used to go to judo with my friends, younger and big brothers, 

you know, in that area in Yolo Ezo, that’s my sport, Judo. 

Interviewer: When you finish your secondary education, you said that you went to university. 

Interviewee: that was in 2006, I went to university of Kinshasa, I studied law, first year, second 

year, umm, I that time my dad already had politics problem in my country, he came in the UK 

seeking Asylum, and when I reach the second year, my dad invite us here, we came here as a 

family, I didn’t finish university back home, I left, I had to join my dad here with my family. 

Interviewer: umm, you came to join your dad? 

Interviewee: Yes. 

Interviewer: You came with other members of your family 

Interviewee: I came with my mom, sisters and brothers. 

Interviewer: When was that? 

Interviewee: We came in flight from airport of Ndjili 29 December, and we came here on the 

30th. 

Interviewer: December which year? 

Interviewee: we arrived here on 30th December 2008, in Heathrow airport. 

Interviewer: Can you describe the day you arrived? 

Interviewee: “laugh”.  That was very, very funny day, you know when we get transit from 

South Africa, in Cape Town, something happened there, when we arrived there, we don’t 

understand English, none of us understand English, my mom, me, a little of bit.  In the queue, 

some people are going to Netherlands, France, or Belgium.  We were going to UK, we were in 

the big queue, but one of my little brother was walking in the queue from people going to 

France, and we reach where to seat down, we couldn’t see my brother, he disappeared, and 

we don’t know how to ask, I don’t understand English, I was brave, I could have asked people, 



where is my brother?  I look around and I found him, “what you are doing?” you know, it was 

funny day, when you are with your parents, make sure you close to them. 

And then, to leave airport to go to UK, we don’t know where we going to be seating to wait 

for flight, because we don’t understand English, we were like “London?” you understand? 

“UK” you know, we get somewhere, and we entered on the plane.  We arrived in London at 

7am in the morning.  

My first impression, was, it was winter, imagine yourself, in December, I wear jeans trouser, 

but I feel cold like inside the water, it was very cold, that’s my first impression, very, very cold.  

I that time we were not driving, we need to travel in the coach to Swansea, very, very far, and 

we arrived in the night, I was very tired.  Oh my God, we arrived in Swansea, stayed there, my 

dad was renting one bedroom flat, we all stayed there, imagine, we came seven of us, but we 

stayed there, in one bedroom flat. 

In the beginning, it was very, very hard, my dad had to go to the council, and apply for the 

house, let them know that my family are here, and after 3 months, they gave us house, 4 

bedrooms, we lived in the area called Waunwen.   Swansea is the second city of Wales after 

Cardiff, we lived in the area called Waunwen, that’s when first time we arrived in the UK, 

after, they gave us house in the area called Mayl, in Swansea, 4 bedrooms.  

You know when I left Congo, I stopped university, I needed to go to university here, but my 

dad said I have to learn English first, I wanted to go France or Belgium.  Wales accent is very 

strong, it was terrifying me, you know what I mean, very difficult, I don’t understand them, 

that’s why I was asking my dad, I want to go France, my language is Lingala, Kikongo, and 

French.  I said in France, I will be studying in French, you know what I mean, in Swansea, 

English was very hard, very, very hard.  And then, one of the thing that umm, when I arrived 

in Swansea, I wanted to play football with my young brother, and then, that was a big 

challenge for me you know.  I met with WCY (we don’t want to say white guy), he was playing 

there in the park, they keep saying “fuck off”, me too I’m learning English “fucking hell” and 

they would report me “ that black man there, come in the park has abusive language, I kept 

saying “fuck off” all the time, and I don’t understand the meaning of fuck off, and the police 

had to come to my house and told my parents that we don’t want to see your son in park 

anymore, my dad asked why?, the police said because he keep saying the abusive language 

where the children are.  I didn’t know the meaning of fuck off, it was very hard for me, you 

know. 

Interviewer: How did you manage to learn English? 

Interviewee: my integration was very quick, I was worried about my friends left back home, 

we studied in university together.  I started learning English from Pre-Entry in December, no 

from January to September, Pre-Entry.  On September, because I was very, very brave and I 

can I understand a lit of bit, I went to Entry 1 English.  The following September, I went to my 

teacher, and I said I studied Law back home, I want to go to main college continue doing Law, 

my teacher was Steve, he is still a teacher there, he said “Blaise you are in Entry 1, how you 

going to do Law? Access to Law, are you sure you going to make it”, I said I will make it. 



He said to me, go to college in Swansea, get an application for Law, I was excited, and my dad 

said “how come from Entry 1 to access to Law? I don’t think they will accept you” I said they 

will.  And then I went there to pick up the application form, they called me for an interview at 

Swansea college, “what am I going to say in interview?  I went to interview, they were like, 

“tell us why you want to do Law” I said “I want to do Law because I will need to help people 

in the future, and because my desire is to do Law, to be a solicitor, to help people, Orphan 

people, poor people; especially back home in my country, and to be the Lawyer, so, I like 

doing Law, that’s what I need.  And then, the only test they gave me at that time was “Write 

in the piece of paper why you want to do Law” I wrote everything, I thought they would give 

Math because I am not good in Math.   

I went from Entry 1 to Access Law, it happens you know, that was extraordinary for me.  My 

dad can’t believe it, and then After finish, give a piece of paper to the teacher, and they said, 

“that’s fine, that’s fine”.  And then I went back home. 

In September, I started doing Law, it was tough, IT, Criminal Law, and Civil Law, All these, I 

need to write it, it was kind of Entry 1 English, and it was hard, I never miss college any day, 

cause I want to make sure that I need to learn more, that’s where that I get my integration 

and everything was good for me, I finish with a merit, because in college, you get Pass, Merit 

and Distinction.  I said, even if I get Pass, I don’t mind, all I just need to go to University, and 

when I finish in 2010, I finished college. 

Interviewer: Access to Law, how many years? 

Interviewee: just 1 year, Access to Law is like umm, they normally do A level, A level is two 

years, from sixteen to seventeen but, when you are an adult, from eighteen over, you can’t 

do, you are allow to do Access, A level, just for one year, I finished in 2010, and then I went 

to university in Portsmouth. 

Interviewer: What did you do at the university? 

Interviewee: I did International commerce and Business communication, which is “Affaire 

International Communication d’entreprise”, that’s what I did in university. 

Interviewer: When did you finish? 

Interviewee: I started in 2011, I finished in 2015. 

Interviewer: Okay, let go back to Swansea.  How did you find the people in Swansea? 

Interviewee: Umm, you know, before we came in Swansea, before even my dad went to 

Swansea, people told us that, white people when they see a black person, they would come 

in front of you and talk to you like “how are you, can I touch your hair?” because they never 

see black people.  You understand? There were very few black people in Swansea, when they 

see you, they are surprised, they just want to touch your hair, see how black people look like, 

yeah, and then, people were good.  Only thing for me was their accent, very strong accent, 

compare to England and Scotland, but. People are good, where I used to study in college, and 

where I worked, people are good, and the environment was good.  They were surprised at 



that time, when they see black people, they want to touch their hair, they look amazing, black 

people seem very new to them. 

Interviewer: Did you have any friends from Swansea? 

Interviewee: Yes, because at that time, I didn’t get Congolese people as friends, because I 

wouldn’t learn my English quick, my friend was Welsh, white people, Sudanese, Ivory Coast, 

Ghanaian and Nigerians, people that I know, I would learn English.  Congolese, I say Hi! I love 

my Congolese people but, to be friends, socialise together, I never done it, because I know 

that we would be speaking in Lingala and I wouldn’t learn English quick, but Welsh people, 

Yes. 

Interviewer: What about in Portsmouth, people were friendly? 

Interviewee: Yeah, Portsmouth is a beautiful city, it’s in the middle of the sea, you know, the 

environment is very clean, when I went to University, I met a lot of friends at the Uni, you 

umm, people are very kind, you know, very good area, Portsmouth. 

Interviewer: What good memory have you kept from Portsmouth. 

Interviewee: My main good memory is umm, finishing University, that would keep my mind 

that Portsmouth is very good for me, the day of my graduation, I went to get my certificate, 

in front of the Judge, and all my family was there, my friends, you know, my colleague, I can’t 

never forget that day, on the 20th July 2015 at 10 o’clock, that day I can’t forget it in my mind, 

that’s my good memory from Portsmouth. 

Interviewer: When did you come to Birmingham? 

Interviewee: Thank you, that’s a nice question, I came in Birmingham in 2015 when I finish 

University, my friends and family live here, Dieu Djembe, Patrick Mandiangu, all my brothers, 

they have to join me here, it’s been two years, Isn’t it? 

Interviewer: Yeah.  Your parents still live in Swansea? 

Interviewee: Yeah because, you know when you grown up, you finish university, you start 

planning your future, and you can do whatever you want, I don’t have to go back to live in the 

same place with my parents, my parents are still there in Swansea, I love them. 

Interviewer: Why did you choose Birmingham? 

Interviewee: “laugh” Birmingham is a nice place, to be honest, I used to visit Birmingham a 

couple years ago, and then I see Birmingham a nice place to live, good environment, in term 

of getting a job, it’s quite easy to get a job than in Portsmouth or Swansea, Birmingham is 

very good, job is easy for me, not for everyone, you know what I mean?, good transport, that’s 

why I came in Birmingham 

Interviewer: When you came in Birmingham, what was your first impression? Compare to 

where you live before, Swansea or Portsmouth. 

Interviewee: First impression of mine was the population, people, because the other cities 

that I have lived in before, they are very, very small cities compare to Birmingham.  



Birmingham is the second city after London, in the UK.  So, Swansea is smaller than 

Birmingham, and Portsmouth is very, very smaller than Birmingham, So the population is very 

smaller in Portsmouth and Swansea; the environment is very nice, and renting a house in 

Birmingham is quite cheaper than Portsmouth, you understand? 

Interviewer: And the people of Birmingham? 

Interviewee: People are very nice, but I don’t approach anyone, but people I approach, are 

very good.  In my life if I see someone who is horrible to me, who want to terrify me, I wouldn’t 

come near you, but people that I approach, in general, they are good. 

Interviewer: And umm, the employment, how did you find your employment? By yourself, 

through Agency, or someone you know? 

Interviewee: Yes, I found my job myself, online, I am always online, with my computer or 

laptop, you know.  All the job I found in Birmingham, I found it myself, no one gave them to 

me, no even agency.  I used to do agency, sometimes they would call you but, nothing, so, I 

would go online apply myself: customer services, security, all the jobs that we are looking for. 

Interviewer: You said, you did international communication. 

Interviewee: Yeah, international communication, yeah. 

Interviewer: Why you are not working on the field of international communication? 

Interviewee: Yeah, that work, my teacher told me “it doesn’t mean that, when you finish 

university the same year that you will find a job that is relating to your degree, it could take 

you 1-3 or 5 years at the end your life, you know.  To find a job that relating to your degree 

can take time, I believe that I will find a job relating to my degree but, at the moment, I’m 

doing any job, I just want to pay my bills, pay my rent, you know, yeah. 

Interviewer: How do you spend your time? Who do you socialise with? 

Interviewee: umm, actually, I socialise with friends, and sometimes, I got 2 children, I go see 

my children, spending my time with them, bring them in my house, and drop them back, that’s 

what I do.  If I go to work, I go to work. 

Interviewer: where you children are living now? 

Interviewee: My children don’t live with me they live with their mother, yeah, you know, 

that’s private issue, I don’t want to enter this issue too much, you know what I mean?  They 

live with their mother in North Wales, I am always with them, far away with me but near to 

my heart, yeah, they live with their mother. 

Interviewer: Talking umm, community, socialising.  Do you mix with African people? 

Interviewee: Yeah but, I am not kind of person that have many or a lot of friends.  African 

people, especially people from my country, I don’t socialise with them, you know why? 

Because, African culture, you know what I mean? We like gossiping about people, so I want 

to reserve myself, to be in my corner but, I love everyone, I say Hi! to everyone but, going to 

restaurant, eating together, socialising with them, No.  If I want to go to restaurant, I go with 



my fiancée, my children or member of my family, that’s it.  I do go clubbing, parties, I don’t 

do those things, I like everyone but, I do go club or Nganda Taba, I don’t do that. 

Interviewer: Do you eat African food? 

Interviewee: Yeah, I love African food, I love Congolese food, I love Kwanga, I love Taba, umm 

I love Fumbwa, I love Thomson, you know, I like eating them, it’s nice and thirsty, I drink, if 

want to buy it , I would find a shop, go buy it but, no like mixing with group of people, I don’t 

do that. 

Interviewer: How do you keep your ties with your Congolese people? 

Interviewee: Umm, Congolese people they are good, like I said before, I love them, they dress 

good, they always look smart.  If I see them in church, because I am a Christian, I believe in 

God, I say hi, cheering each other, I say hi to pastor, or anyone and I go home but I don’t go 

to people house.  I am not like a private person but, I like talking to Congolese, if I see you, I 

would say hi, I would never pass if I see you, if I know you are Congolese, I say hi but not 

eating together. 

Interviewer: Which church do you go? 

Interviewee: I forgot the name of the church, here in Birmingham but, I’m not a regular 

member, I go there if I want to go, yeah but, normally my parents are Catholic, we go to 

Catholic, you know? Sometimes I go to umm, I don’t know how to say it in English, Bi-zambi-

zambi that kind of church you know, we sing for “yaya yesueee” that kind of church. 

Interviewer: Apart from your job, how do you spend your free time? 

Interviewee: Umm, I’m registered with Pure Gym, if I don’t go to work, I go Gym, running for 

one and half hour, you know, and then, go back home, I like playing football, going in the park 

play football, as I say before, if I see a spare space, go pick up my children go to cinema, that’s 

it. 

Interviewer: What do you like the most in Birmingham? 

Interviewee: “laugh” what do I like the most in Birmingham, it’s umm, renting house, you 

know, for me, if I pay like £400 every month, it’s cheaper for me, I like to rent house in 

Birmingham, apart from renting a house, it’s the transport; it’s easy to get transport if you are 

not driving a car in Birmingham, they are quite cheaper, that’s what I like about Birmingham. 

Interviewer: Are you thinking of leaving Birmingham? 

Interviewee: It depends in where life would take me, I can’t say yes but, you never know 

God’s plan, you know.  In French they say “l’homme propose Dieu dispose” “donc” I don’t 

really know but, I love Birmingham, staying there, live there entire of my life, you know, that’s 

what I like, that’s what I propose, I don’t know what God would say in the future. 

Interviewer: Thinking about going back to Congo one day? 

Interviewee: Umm, Congo is suffering, people in Congo suffer, we spend money in Western 

Union, every single week and month, we spend, we Diaspora, problems in the Congo.  Congo 



is a poor country in Africa, in term of social life but, rich in natural resources.  I finished my 

university here, my dream is to go back home in Congo, to save my people, to give them the 

best of mine, what I have learnt here, go back to Congo, that’s my dream, I don’t want to stay 

here, I mean that, that’s my passion, my dream, I want to go back home, after I finished my 

university here, that’s my dream, I want to go back home. 

Interviewer: How do you keep in touch with your grand-parents? 

Interviewee: umm, unfortunately, they passed way, they are not alive. 

Interviewer: Sorry. 

Interviewee: yeah, they are not alive, umm yeah, my grand-parents are not alive, they died. 

Interviewer: Anything you want to add? 

Interviewee: umm, I don’t really need to add anything, I’m so, so happy for you to interview 

me, umm yeah, nothing else to add, to be honest.  Thank you very much for interviewing me. 

Interviewer: Thank you, my pleasure. 

Interviewee: Thank you very much, bye. 

Interviewer: Bye. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


